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ARTICLE 13.5
COLORADO LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / Annotations

Cross references: For the legislative declaration in HB 14-1164, see section 1 of chapter 2, Session
Laws of Colorado 2014.

Law reviews: For article, "The New Colorado Local Government Election Code: The Greatest Thing
Since Sliced Bread", see 43 Colo. Law. 39 (Sept. 2014).

Section

PART 1 DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL PROVISIONS

1-13.5-101. Short title.

1-13.5-102. Applicability of article - legislative intent.

1-13.5-103. Definitions.

1-13.5-104. Acts and elections conducted pursuant to provisions that refer to qualified
electors.

1-13.5-105. Acts legal and valid.

1-13.5-106. Applicability of the "Uniform Election Code of 1992".

1-13.5-107. Computation of time.

1-13.5-108. Powers of designated election official.

1-13.5-109. Construction.

1-13.5-110. Special elections.

1-13.5-111. Time for holding elections for special districts - type of election - manner of
election - notice.

1-13.5-112. Commencement of terms - nonpartisan officers.

PART 2 QUALIFICATIONS AND REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS
1-13.5-201. Registration required.
1-13.5-202. Persons entitled to vote at special district elections.
1-13.5-203. Registration records for local government elections - costs.
1-13.5-204. Lists of property owners - costs.
1-13.5-205. Delivery and custody of registration list and property owner list.
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1-13.5-301

1-13.5-304.
1-13.5-305.
1-13.5-306.

1-13.5-401.
1-13.5-402.
1-13.5-403.
1-13.5-404.
1-13.5-405.
1-13.5-406.
1-13.5-407.
1-13.5-408.
1-13.5-409.
1-13.5-410.

1-13.5-501.
1-13.5-502.
1-13.5-503.
1-13.5-504.

PART 3 NOMINATIONS

. Eligibility for office - prohibitions - exceptions - challenges.
1-13.5-302.
1-13.5-303.

Nomination of local government candidates.

Candidates for special district or business improvement district director -
self-nomination and acceptance form.

Withdrawal from nomination.

Write-in candidate affidavit.

Objections to nominations.

PART 4 ELECTION JUDGES
Appointment of election judges.
Number of judges - appointment.
Certificates of appointment.
Acceptance form - time to file.
Vacancies - emergency appointments.
Removal of judges.
Oath of judges.
Training of judges.
Compensation of judges.
Compensation for delivery of election returns and other election papers.

PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION FOR ELECTIONS
Call for nominations - definitions.

Notice of election.

Ballot issue notice.

Establishing precincts and polling places - applicability.

1-13.5-504.5. Accessibility of polling places to persons with disabilities.

1-13.5-505.
1-13.5-506.
1-13.5-507.
1-13.5-508.
1-13.5-509.
1-13.5-510.
1-13.5-511.
1-13.5-512.
. Election may be cancelled - when.

1-13.5-513

1-13.5-601.
1-13.5-602.
. Judges open ballot box first.

1-13.5-603

Judges may change polling places.

Number of voting booths, voting machines, or voting systems.
Arrangement of voting machines or voting booths and ballot boxes.
Election expenses to be paid by local government.

Failure to receive mailed notice.

Court-ordered elections.

Certification of ballot.

Correction of errors.

PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS
Hours of voting.
Watchers - definition.
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1-13.5-604.
1-13.5-605.
1-13.5-606.
1-13.5-607.
1-13.5-608.
1-13.5-6009.
1-13.5-610.
1-13.5-611.
1-13.5-612.
. Judges' certificate - statement on ballots.
Delivery of election returns, ballot boxes, and other election papers.

1-13.5-613

1-13.5-614.
1-13.5-615.
1-13.5-616.
1-13.5-617.
1-13.5-618.

1-13.5-701.
1-13.5-702.
1-13.5-703.
1-13.5-704.
1-13.5-705.
1-13.5-706.
1-13.5-707.
1-13.5-708.
1-13.5-709.

Judge to keep pollbook.

Preparing to vote.

Manner of voting in precincts using paper ballots.
Eligible elector requiring assistance.

Spoiled ballots.

Counting paper ballots.

Counting by counting judges.

Tally sheets.

Defective ballots.

Abstract of votes - judges to post returns.
Preservation of ballots and election records.
Ranked voting methods.

Covered voters to receive mail ballots.

PART 7 VOTING MACHINES
Use of voting machines.
Judges to inspect machines - when.
Sample ballots, ballot labels, and instruction cards.
Instructions to vote.
Length of time to vote.
Judge to watch voting machines.

Designated election official to supply seals for voting machines.

Close of polls and count of votes.
Election laws apply - separate absentee ballots permitted.

PART 8 ELECTRONIC VOTING SYSTEMS

1-13.5-801. Use of electronic voting system.
1-13.5-802. Sample ballots.

1-13.5-803. Ballots - electronic voting.

1-13.5-804. Preparation for use - electronic voting.
1-13.5-805. Instructions to vote.

1-13.5-806. Ballots.

1-13.5-807. Distribution of ballots - receipt - filing.

1-13.5-808.
1-13.5-809.
1-13.5-810.
1-13.5-811.
1-13.5-812.

Instruction cards - posting- content.

Close of polls - ballot return - transfer box - delivery.
Testing of electronic ballot counting equipment.
Electronic vote counting - procedure.

Election laws pertaining to use of electronic voting systems - separate absentee

ballots permitted.
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PART 9 PAPER BALLOTS

1-13.5-901. Ballot boxes.

1-13.5-902. Ballots and sample ballots - delivery - format.
1-13.5-903. Correction of errors.

1-13.5-904. Printing and distribution of ballots.
1-13.5-905. Substitute ballots.

1-13.5-906. Instruction cards - content.

1-13.5-1001.
1-13.5-1002.
1-13.5-1003
1-13.5-1004.
1-13.5-1005.
1-13.5-1006.
1-13.5-1007.
1-13.5-1008.
1-13.5-1009.
1-13.5-1010.
1-13.5-1011.

1-13.5-1101.
1-13.5-1102.
1-13.5-1103.
1-13.5-1104.

1-13.5-1105

PART 10 ABSENTEE VOTING
When absentee electors may vote.
Application for absentee voter's ballot - delivery - list.

. Application for permanent absentee voter status.

List of absentee voters' ballots - removal from list.
Self-affirmation on return envelope.

Manner of absentee voting by paper ballot.

Absentee voters' voting machines - electronic voting systems.
Delivery to judges.

Casting and counting absentee voters' ballots.

Challenge of absentee voters' ballots - rejection - record.
Emergency absentee voting - definition.

PART 11 INDEPENDENT MAIL BALLOT ELECTIONS

Independent mail ballot elections.

Definitions.

Independent mail ballot elections - optional - cooperation with county clerk and
recorder permitted - exception.

Preelection process - notification of independent mail ballot election - plan
required - duties of designated election official.

. Procedures for conducting independent mail ballot election.

1-13.5-1105.5. Voting by electors at group residential facilities.

1-13.5-1106.
1-13.5-1107.
1-13.5-1108.
1-13.5-1109.

1-13.5-1201.
1-13.5-1202.
1-13.5-1203.
1-13.5-1204.
1-13.5-1205.
1-13.5-1206.

Delivery of misdelivered ballots.
Counting mail ballots.

Write-in candidates.

Challenges.

PART 12 CHALLENGE OF PERSONS VOTING
No voting unless eligible.
Right to vote may be challenged.
Challenge to be made by written oath.
Challenge questions asked.
Oath of person challenged.
Refusal to answer questions or take oath.
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1-13.5-1301.
1-13.5-1302.
1-13.5-1303.
1-13.5-1304.
1-13.5-1305.
1-13.5-1306.

1-13.5-1401.
1-13.5-1402.
1-13.5-1403.
1-13.5-1404.
1-13.5-1405.
1-13.5-1406.
1-13.5-1407.
1-13.5-1408.

1-13.5-1501.

1-13.5-1601.

PART 13 SURVEY OF RETURNS
Survey of returns - canvass board.
Imperfect returns.
Corrections.
Tie - lots - notice to candidates.
Statement - certificates of election.
Recount.

PART 14 CONTESTS
Person elected - contest - causes.
District judge to preside - bond.
Filing statement - contents.
Summons - answer.
Trial and appeals.
Recount.
Judgement.
Ballot questions and ballot issues - how contested.

PART 15 OTHER JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS
Controversies.

PART 16 ELECTION OFFENSES
Applicability of criminal penalties.

© 2019 Matthew Bender & Company, Inc., a member of the LexisNexis Group. All rights reserved. Use of this product is subject to the

restrictions and terms and conditions of the Matthew Bender Master Agreement.

BACK TO TOP

BACK TO TOP




Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 1 DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL
PROVISIONS

PART 1
DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL PROVISIONS

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 1 DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL
PROVISIONS / 1-13.5-101. Short title.

1-13.5-101. Short title.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 1 DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL
PROVISIONS / 1-13.5-101. Short title. / Statute text

This article shall be known and may be cited as the "Colorado Local Government Election
Code".

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 1 DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL
PROVISIONS / 1-13.5-101. Short title. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 5, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 1 DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL
PROVISIONS / 1-13.5-102. Applicability of article - legislative intent.

1-13.5-102. Applicability of article - legislative intent.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 1 DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL
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PROVISIONS / 1-13.5-102. Applicability of article - legislative intent. / Statute text

(1) This article applies only to nonpartisan elections not coordinated by county clerk and
recorders that are conducted by a local government; except that nothing prohibits the governing
body of a local government from utilizing any requirements and procedures of the "Uniform
Election Code of 1992", articles 1 to 13 of this title, in accordance with section 1-13.5-106.

(2) It is the general assembly's intent that the "Uniform Election Code of 1992" continue to
govern coordinated elections.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 1 DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL
PROVISIONS / 1-13.5-102. Applicability of article - legislative intent. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 5, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 1 DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL
PROVISIONS / 1-13.5-103. Definitions.

1-13.5-103. Definitions.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 1 DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL
PROVISIONS / 1-13.5-103. Definitions. / Statute text

As used in this article, unless the context otherwise requires:

(1) "Absentee voter" means an eligible elector who requests in writing that the designated
election official mail a ballot to either the elector's deliverable mailing address or to another
address designated by the elector for the purpose of voting by mail.

(1.5) "Affidavit" means a sworn statement in writing, including a self-affirmation.

(2) "Designated election official" means the person designated by the governing body of a
local government or by court order to supervise election duties.

(3) "Electronic voting system" means a system in which an elector votes using a device by
which votes are recorded electronically, including a touchscreen system.

(4) "Eligible elector" means a person who meets the specific requirements for voting at a
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specific election conducted under this article or for a specific candidate, ballot question, or ballot
issue.

(5) "Issue committee" has the meaning set forth in section 1-45-103.

(6) "Local government" means any district, business improvement district, special district
created pursuant to title 32, C.R.S., authority, or political subdivision of the state, authorized by
law to conduct an election. "Local government" does not include a county, school district,
regional transportation district, or municipality as defined in section 31-1-101 (6), C.R.S.

(7) "Pollbook" means the list of eligible electors who are permitted to vote at a polling place
or by mail ballot at an election conducted pursuant to this article.

(8) "Polling place" means a place established for holding elections conducted under this
article.

(9) "Property owners list" means the list of property owner names and addresses prepared by
the county assessor in accordance with section 1-13.5-204.

(10) "Registration list" means the list of registered electors of each local government, as
prepared by the county clerk and recorder for the county in which the local government is
located or as obtained through state registration records in accordance with section 1-13.5-203.

(11) "Special district" means any public entity, as defined in section 24-10-103, C.R.S., that
is authorized by law to hold an election; except that the term does not include a county, a
municipality as defined in section 31-1-101, C.R.S., or a school district as defined in section
22-30-103, C.R.S.

(12) "Voter" means an eligible elector who voted in the most recent election conducted
pursuant to this article.

(13) "Voting machine" means any device fulfilling the requirements for voting machines set
forth in part 4 of article 7 of this title regarding its use, construction, procurement, and trial.

(14) "Watcher" means a registered elector of the local government whose name is submitted
to the designated election official and certified by the designated election official to the
appropriate election judges pursuant to section 1-13.5-602.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 1 DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL
PROVISIONS / 1-13.5-103. Definitions. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 6, § 6, effective February 18. L.
2016: (1.5) added, (HB 16-1442), ch. 313, p. 1266, § 1, effective August 10.
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Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 1 DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL
PROVISIONS / 1-13.5-104. Acts and elections conducted pursuant to provisions
that refer to qualified electors.

1-13.5-104. Acts and elections conducted pursuant to provisions that refer to qualified
electors.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 1 DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL
PROVISIONS / 1-13.5-104. Acts and elections conducted pursuant to provisions
that refer to qualified electors. / Statute text

Any elections, and any acts relating thereto, carried out under law that were conducted prior
to July 1, 1987, pursuant to provisions that referred to a qualified elector rather than an eligible
elector and that were valid when conducted are deemed and held to be legal and valid in all
respects.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 1 DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL
PROVISIONS / 1-13.5-104. Acts and elections conducted pursuant to provisions
that refer to qualified electors. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 7, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 1 DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL
PROVISIONS / 1-13.5-105. Acts legal and valid.

1-13.5-105. Acts legal and valid.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 1 DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL
PROVISIONS / 1-13.5-105. Acts legal and valid. / Statute text
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Acts and elections conducted pursuant to provisions that refer to registered electors, any
elections, and any acts relating to those elections carried out under law that were conducted prior
to July 1, 1992, and that were valid when conducted are held to be legal and valid in all respects.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 1 DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL
PROVISIONS / 1-13.5-105. Acts legal and valid. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 7, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 1 DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL
PROVISIONS / 1-13.5-106. Applicability of the "Uniform Election Code of 1992".

1-13.5-106. Applicability of the '"Uniform Election Code of 1992".

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 1 DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL
PROVISIONS / 1-13.5-106. Applicability of the "Uniform Election Code of 1992". /
Statute text

(1) Any local government may provide by resolution that it will utilize all or part of the
requirements and procedures of the "Uniform Election Code of 1992", articles 1 to 13 of this
title, in lieu of all or portions of this article with respect to any election. Absent such resolution,
this article applies.

(2) All provisions of the "Uniform Election Code of 1992" not in conflict with this article
13.5 apply to local government elections; except that:

(a) Elections offenses and penalties described by parts 2 and 3 of article 13 of this title 1 do
not apply to elections authorized under this article 13.5;

(b) Except as provided in subsection (2)(c) of this section, recall elections of local
government officers must be conducted pursuant to part 5 of article 4 of title 31; and

(c) Recall elections of directors of special districts created pursuant to title 32 and directors
of business improvement districts who were elected pursuant to section 31-25-1209 (1)(d) must
be conducted pursuant to part 9 of article 1 of title 32.

(3) It is the intent of the general assembly that the general provisions of this article not
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supersede or supplant specific provisions of law.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 1 DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL
PROVISIONS / 1-13.5-106. Applicability of the "Uniform Election Code of 1992". /
History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 7, § 6, effective February 18; (2)
amended, (SB 14-158), ch.170, p. 623, § 14, effective May 9. L. 2016: (2) amended, (SB
16-189), ch. 210, p. 754, § 5, effective June 6. L. 2018: (2) amended, (HB 18-1268), ch. 200, p.
1306, § 4, effective May 4.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 1 DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL
PROVISIONS / 1-13.5-106. Applicability of the "Uniform Election Code of 1992". /
Annotations

Cross references: For the legislative declaration in SB 14-158, see section 1 of chapter 170,
Session Laws of Colorado 2014.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 1 DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL
PROVISIONS / 1-13.5-107. Computation of time.

1-13.5-107. Computation of time.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 1 DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL
PROVISIONS / 1-13.5-107. Computation of time. / Statute text

(1) Calendar days shall be used in all computations of time made under this article.

(2) In computing time for any act to be done before any local government election, the first
day is included, and the last, or election, day is excluded. Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays
are included, but, if the time for any act to be done or the last day of any period is a Saturday,
Sunday, or a legal holiday, the period is extended to include the next day that is not a Saturday,
Sunday, or legal holiday.
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Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 1 DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL
PROVISIONS / 1-13.5-107. Computation of time. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 7, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 1 DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL
PROVISIONS / 1-13.5-108. Powers of designated election official.

1-13.5-108. Powers of designated election official.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 1 DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL
PROVISIONS / 1-13.5-108. Powers of designated election official. / Statute text

(1) Except as otherwise provided in this article, the designated election official shall render
all interpretations and shall make all initial decisions as to controversies or other matters arising
in the operation of this article.

(2) All powers and authority granted to the designated election official by this article may be
exercised by a deputy designated election official in the absence of the designated election
official or in the event the designated election official is unable to perform the duties.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 1 DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL
PROVISIONS / 1-13.5-108. Powers of designated election official. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 8, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 1 DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL
PROVISIONS / 1-13.5-109. Construction.

1-13.5-109. Construction.
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Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 1 DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL
PROVISIONS / 1-13.5-109. Construction. / Statute text

Substantial compliance with the provisions or intent of this article is all that is required for
the proper conduct of an election to which this article applies.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 1 DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL
PROVISIONS / 1-13.5-109. Construction. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 8, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 1 DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL
PROVISIONS / 1-13.5-110. Special elections.

1-13.5-110. Special elections.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 1 DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL
PROVISIONS / 1-13.5-110. Special elections. / Statute text

Special elections must be held on such date as may be provided by law by the local
government calling the special election.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 1 DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL
PROVISIONS / 1-13.5-110. Special elections. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 8, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 1 DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL
PROVISIONS / 1-13.5-111. Time for holding elections for special districts - type of
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election - manner of election - notice.

1-13.5-111. Time for holding elections for special districts - type of election - manner of
election - notice.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 1 DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL
PROVISIONS / 1-13.5-111. Time for holding elections for special districts - type of
election - manner of election - notice. / Statute text

(1) [ Editor's note: This version of subsection (1) is effective until July 1, 2022.] Except as
otherwise provided in subsection (4) of this section, regular special district elections must be
held on the Tuesday succeeding the first Monday of May in every even-numbered year.

(1) [ Editor's note: This version of subsection (1) is effective July 1, 2022.] Except as
otherwise provided in subsection (4) of this section, regular special district elections must be
held on the Tuesday succeeding the first Monday of May in every odd-numbered year.

(2) Special elections may be held only on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in
February, May, October, or December of any year; except that ballot issue elections may be held
only on the date of a state general election, biennial local district election, or on the first Tuesday
in November of odd-numbered years. A ballot issue election that is not part of an organizational
election must be conducted either as part of a coordinated election or in accordance with part 11
of this article.

(3) Any special district election ordered pursuant to article 1 of title 32, C.R.S., by the district
court having jurisdiction over such existing or proposed special district must be held on the date
ordered by the court and conducted in accordance with this article.

(4) Whenever the date of a regular special district election is identical to the date set for a
municipal or another special district election in any municipality or other special district having
boundaries coterminous with the special district, the election may be held jointly with the
municipal or other special district election. An election held jointly pursuant to this subsection
(4) is not a coordinated election.

(5) Any election for the organization of a new health assurance or health service district must
be held on the date of the general election or on the first Tuesday in November of an
odd-numbered year. Any election on the proposal of a health assurance or health service district
must be conducted by the county clerk and recorder in which the proposed district will be
located as part of a coordinated election in accordance with section 1-7-116.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
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AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 1 DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL
PROVISIONS / 1-13.5-111. Time for holding elections for special districts - type of
election - manner of election - notice. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 8, § 6, effective February 18. L.
2018: (1) amended, (HB 18-1039), ch. 29, p. 330, § 2, effective July 1, 2022.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 1 DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL
PROVISIONS / 1-13.5-112. Commencement of terms - nonpartisan officers.

1-13.5-112. Commencement of terms - nonpartisan officers.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 1 DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL
PROVISIONS / 1-13.5-112. Commencement of terms - nonpartisan officers. /
Statute text

(1) Unless otherwise provided by law, the regular term of office of a nonpartisan officer
elected at a regular election commences the earlier of the following:

(a) No later than thirty days after the date that the election results are certified pursuant to
section 1-13.5-1305 and upon the signing of an oath and posting of a bond, where required; or

(b) At the next meeting of the governing body of the local government following the date of
the election.

(2) Unless otherwise provided by law, if the election is canceled in whole or in part pursuant
to section 1-13.5-513, the regular term of office of a nonpartisan officer commences at:

(a) The next meeting of the governing body following the date of the regular election, but no
later than thirty days following the date of the regular election and upon the signing of an oath
and posting of a bond, where required; or

(b) If the nonpartisan officer was elected at an election other than a regular election, the next
meeting of the governing body of the local government following the date of the election.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 1 DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL
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PROVISIONS / 1-13.5-112. Commencement of terms - nonpartisan officers. /
History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 9, § 6, effective February 18. L.

2016: (1)(a) amended, (HB 16-1442), ch. 313, p. 1266, § 2, effective August 10.
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Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 2 QUALIFICATIONS AND
REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS

PART 2
QUALIFICATIONS AND REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 2 QUALIFICATIONS AND
REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS / 1-13.5-201. Registration required.

1-13.5-201. Registration required.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 2 QUALIFICATIONS AND
REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS / 1-13.5-201. Registration required. / Statute text

Except where a statute specifically provides otherwise, no person is permitted to vote at any
local government election without first having registered to vote in Colorado in accordance with
the "Uniform Election Code of 1992", articles 1 to 13 of this title.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 2 QUALIFICATIONS AND
REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS / 1-13.5-201. Registration required. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 9, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 2 QUALIFICATIONS AND
REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS / 1-13.5-202. Persons entitled to vote at special
district elections.

1-13.5-202. Persons entitled to vote at special district elections.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
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AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 2 QUALIFICATIONS AND
REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS / 1-13.5-202. Persons entitled to vote at special
district elections. / Statute text

No person is permitted to vote in any special district election unless that person is an eligible
elector as defined in section 32-1-103 (5), C.R.S.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 2 QUALIFICATIONS AND
REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS / 1-13.5-202. Persons entitled to vote at special
district elections. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 9, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 2 QUALIFICATIONS AND
REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS / 1-13.5-203. Registration records for local
government elections - costs.

1-13.5-203. Registration records for local government elections - costs.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 2 QUALIFICATIONS AND
REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS / 1-13.5-203. Registration records for local
government elections - costs. / Statute text

(1) No later than the fortieth day preceding the date of a scheduled local government
election, the designated election official shall order the registration records from the county clerk
and recorder. The designated election official shall order either:

(a) An initial list of the registered electors as of the thirtieth day prior to the election, with a
supplemental list to be provided on the twentieth day; or

(b) A complete list of registered electors as of the sixth day prior to the election.

(2) The county clerk and recorder shall certify and make available to the designated election
official a complete copy of the list of the registered electors of the local government that has
territorial boundaries located within the county and is involved in the election. If a supplemental

list is provided pursuant to paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of this section, the county clerk and
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recorder shall certify and make available to the designated election official the supplemental list
of eligible electors who became eligible since the earlier list was certified. These lists substitute
for the original registration record.

(3) The registration list that is certified thirty days before the election pursuant to paragraph
(a) of subsection (1) of this section must contain the names and addresses of all registered
electors residing within the local government at the close of business on the fortieth day
preceding the election. The supplemental registration list for each local government that is
certified no later than twenty days before the election must contain the names and addresses of
all eligible electors residing within the local government at the close of business on the
twenty-second day prior to the election. If a supplemental list is provided, it must contain the
names and addresses of all eligible electors who became eligible during the period since the
initial registration list was certified through the close of business on the twenty-second day
preceding the election.

(4) Costs for the lists required to be obtained under this section must be assessed by the
county clerk and recorder and paid by the local government holding the election. The fee for
furnishing the lists shall be no less than twenty-five dollars for the entire list or no more than one
cent for each name contained on the registration list, whichever is greater.

(5) The designated election official may cancel an order for the list if the election is canceled
pursuant to section 1-13.5-513 and the county clerk and recorder has not already prepared the
list.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 2 QUALIFICATIONS AND
REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS / 1-13.5-203. Registration records for local
government elections - costs. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 9, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 2 QUALIFICATIONS AND
REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS / 1-13.5-204. Lists of property owners - costs.

1-13.5-204. Lists of property owners - costs.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 2 QUALIFICATIONS AND
REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS / 1-13.5-204. Lists of property owners - costs. /
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Statute text

(1) For elections where owning property in the local government is a requirement for voting
in the election, no later than the fortieth day preceding the date of the election, the designated
election official shall order the list of property owners from the county assessor. Except as
otherwise required under subsection (2) of this section, the county assessor shall certify and
deliver an initial list of all recorded owners of taxable real and personal property within the local
government no later than thirty days before the election. The supplemental list for the local
government shall be provided no later than twenty days before the election and shall contain the
names and addresses of all recorded owners who became owners no later than twenty-two days
prior to the election and after the initial list of property owners was provided. The county
assessors shall assess the cost for the lists, which must be paid by the local government holding
the election. The fee for furnishing the lists is no less than twenty-five dollars for both lists or no
more than one cent for each name contained on the lists, whichever is greater.

(2) The designated election official of a local government may order the list described in
subsection (1) of this section of all recorded owners of taxable real and personal property within
the local government as of the thirtieth day before the election, with a supplemental list to be
provided on the twentieth day before the election, or the designated election official may order a
complete list as of the sixth day before the election.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 2 QUALIFICATIONS AND
REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS / 1-13.5-204. Lists of property owners - costs. /
History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 10, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 2 QUALIFICATIONS AND
REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS / 1-13.5-205. Delivery and custody of registration
list and property owner list.

1-13.5-205. Delivery and custody of registration list and property owner list.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 2 QUALIFICATIONS AND
REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS / 1-13.5-205. Delivery and custody of registration
list and property owner list. / Statute text
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At such time as may be set by the designated election official, but at least one day prior to the
election, one of the election judges from each precinct may appear in person at the office of the
designated election official for the purpose of receiving the registration list and, as applicable,
property owners list, election supplies, or the designated election official may deliver the same to
one of the judges. The judges shall have custody of the registration list and property owners list
and shall give his or her receipt for the list. After the closing of the polls on the day of election,
the election judge selected pursuant to section 1-13.5-410 to deliver the election papers and
supplies shall deliver the registration list and property owners list to the office of the designated
election official or to such other place as the designated election official may designate as the
counting center.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 2 QUALIFICATIONS AND
REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS / 1-13.5-205. Delivery and custody of registration
list and property owner list. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 11, § 6, effective February 18.
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Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 3 NOMINATIONS

PART 3
NOMINATIONS

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 3 NOMINATIONS / 1-13.5-301.
Eligibility for office - prohibitions - exceptions - challenges.

1-13.5-301. Eligibility for office - prohibitions - exceptions - challenges.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 3 NOMINATIONS / 1-13.5-301.
Eligibility for office - prohibitions - exceptions - challenges. / Statute text

(1) (a) No person except an eligible elector who is at least eighteen years of age, unless
another age is required by law, is eligible to hold any office in this state. No person is eligible to
be a candidate for office unless that person fully meets the qualifications of that office as stated
in the constitution and statutes of this state on or before the date the person is nominated to the
office. The designated election official shall not certify the name of any candidate who fails to
swear or affirm under oath that he or she fully meets the qualifications as of the date of
nomination or who is unable to provide proof that he or she meets any requirements of the office
relating to registration, residence, or property ownership.

(b) The information found on the person's voter registration record is admissible as prima
facie evidence of compliance with the registration and residence requirements of this section.
The information found in the property owners list is admissible as prima facie evidence of
compliance with property ownership requirements.

(2) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection (2), no person is eligible to be a candidate
for more than one office in the same local government at one time. This subsection (2) does not:

(a) Apply to memberships on different special district or business improvement district
boards; or

(b) Prohibit a candidate or elected official of any political subdivision from being a candidate
or member of the board of directors of any special district, business improvement district, or
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districts in which he or she is an eligible elector, unless otherwise prohibited by law.

(3) The qualification of any candidate may be challenged by an eligible elector of the local
government within five days after the date that the designated election official certifies the
candidate to the ballot. The challenge shall be made by verified petition setting forth the facts
alleged concerning the qualification of the candidate and shall be filed in the district court in the
county in which the local government is located. The hearing on the qualification of the
candidate must be held not less than five nor more than ten days after the date the designated
election official's statement is issued that certifies the candidate to the ballot. The court shall hear
the testimony and other evidence and, within forty-eight hours after the close of the hearing,
determine whether the candidate meets the qualifications for the office for which the candidate
has declared. Part 1 of article 17 of title 13, C.R.S., regarding frivolous, groundless, or vexatious
actions, applies to this section.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 3 NOMINATIONS / 1-13.5-301.
Eligibility for office - prohibitions - exceptions - challenges. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 11, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 3 NOMINATIONS / 1-13.5-302.
Nomination of local government candidates.

1-13.5-302. Nomination of local government candidates.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 3 NOMINATIONS / 1-13.5-302.
Nomination of local government candidates. / Statute text

(1) Except as provided in section 1-13.5-303 or other applicable law, candidates for office of
nonpartisan local governments must be nominated, without regard to affiliation, by petition on
forms supplied by the designated election official. A petition of nomination may consist of one
or more sheets, but it must contain the name and address of only one candidate and indicate the
office to which the candidate is seeking election. The candidate's name must be printed on each
sheet of a petition of nomination.

(2) Nomination petitions for a candidate in a local government, other than a special district or
business improvement district, may be circulated and signed, beginning on January 1 of the year
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in which election for that office is conducted and ending on the sixty-seventh day prior to the
day of election, by at least two eligible electors residing within or eligible to vote in the local
government.

(3) The circulator of each nomination petition shall make an affidavit that each signature
thereon is the signature of the person whose name it purports to be and that each signer has
stated to the circulator that the signer is an eligible elector of the local government for which the
nomination is made.

(4) A petition is not valid if it does not contain the requisite number of signatures of eligible
electors. The designated election official shall inspect timely filed petitions of nomination to
ensure compliance with this section.

(5) Each nomination petition must be filed with the designated election official no later than
the sixty-seventh day prior to the day of election. Every petition must have endorsed on it or
appended to it the written affidavit of the candidate accepting the nomination and swearing that
the candidate satisfies the requirements set forth in law to be a candidate and hold office in the
local government.

(6) The designated election official shall preserve all nomination petitions filed with him or
her for a period of two years. All such petitions are open to public inspection under proper
regulation by the designated election official with whom they are filed.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 3 NOMINATIONS / 1-13.5-302.
Nomination of local government candidates. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 12, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 3 NOMINATIONS / 1-13.5-303.
Candidates for special district or business improvement district director -
self-nomination and acceptance form.

1-13.5-303. Candidates for special district or business improvement district director -
self-nomination and acceptance form.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 3 NOMINATIONS / 1-13.5-303.
Candidates for special district or business improvement district director -
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self-nomination and acceptance form. / Statute text

(1) Except as otherwise provided in this section, no earlier than January 1 and no later than
the normal close of business on the sixty-seventh day before the date of a regular special district
election, any person who desires to be a candidate for the office of a special district director shall
file a self-nomination and acceptance form or letter signed by the candidate and by an eligible
elector of the state as a witness to the signature of the candidate.

(2) On the date of signing the self-nomination and acceptance form or letter, a candidate for
director shall be an eligible elector of the special district. If the district is divided into director
districts established pursuant to section 32-1-301 (2)(f), C.R.S., the candidate shall be an eligible
elector within the boundaries of the director district in which the candidate is running for office.

(3) The self-nomination and acceptance form or letter must contain the name of the special
district in which the election will be held, the special district director office sought by the
candidate, the term of office sought if more than one length of a director's term is to be voted
upon at the election, the date of the election, the full name of the candidate as it is to appear on
the ballot, and whether the candidate is a member of an executive board of a unit owners'
association, as defined in section 38-33.3-103, C.R.S., located within the boundaries of the
special district for which the candidate is running for office. Unless physically unable, all
candidates and witnesses shall sign their own signature and shall print their names, their
respective residence addresses, including the street number and name, the city or town, the
county, telephone number, and the date of signature on the self-nomination and acceptance form
or letter.

(4) The self-nomination and acceptance form or letter must be filed with the designated
election official or, if none has been designated, the presiding officer or the secretary of the
board of directors of the special district in which the election will be held.

(5) The self-nomination and acceptance form or letter must be verified and processed
substantially as provided in section 1-4-908, a protest on such a form or letter must be
determined substantially as provided in sections 1-4-909 and 1-4-911, and cure of such a form or
letter must be allowed substantially as provided for in section 1-4-912; except that an amended
self-nomination and acceptance form or letter may be accepted by the designated election official
until the normal close of business on the sixty-seventh day before an election.

(6) In a business improvement district with an elected board of directors, nominations for
business improvement district directors must be handled substantially as provided in subsections
(1) to (5) of this section.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 3 NOMINATIONS / 1-13.5-303.

Candidates for special district or business improvement district director -
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self-nomination and acceptance form. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 13, § 6, effective February 18. L.
2016: (5) amended, (HB 16-1442), ch. 313, p. 1266, § 3, effective August 10.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 3 NOMINATIONS / 1-13.5-304.
Withdrawal from nomination.

1-13.5-304. Withdrawal from nomination.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 3 NOMINATIONS / 1-13.5-304.
Withdrawal from nomination. / Statute text

Any person who has been nominated and who has accepted a nomination, or filed a
self-nomination form or letter, may cause his or her name to be withdrawn from such nomination
at any time before the election by executing a written affidavit withdrawing from the nomination.
The withdrawing candidate shall sign the affidavit and file it with the designated election
official.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 3 NOMINATIONS / 1-13.5-304.
Withdrawal from nomination. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 14, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 3 NOMINATIONS / 1-13.5-305.
Write-in candidate affidavit.

1-13.5-305. Write-in candidate affidavit.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 3 NOMINATIONS / 1-13.5-305.
Write-in candidate affidavit. / Statute text
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A write-in vote for any local government office is counted only if an affidavit of intent to be
a write-in candidate is filed with the designated election official by the person whose name is
written in not later than sixty-four days before the day of the election. The affidavit of intent
must indicate that the signer desires the office and is qualified to assume the duties of that office
if elected.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 3 NOMINATIONS / 1-13.5-305.
Write-in candidate affidavit. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 14, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 3 NOMINATIONS / 1-13.5-306.
Objections to nominations.

1-13.5-306. Objections to nominations.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 3 NOMINATIONS / 1-13.5-306.
Objections to nominations. / Statute text

All self-nomination and acceptance forms or letters, petitions of nomination, and affidavits of
intent to be a write-in candidate that are in apparent conformity, as determined by the designated
election official, with section 1-13.5-302, 1-13.5-303, or 1-13.5-305, are valid unless objection
thereto is duly made in writing within three days after the filing of the same. In case an objection
is made, the designated election official shall mail forthwith notice of the objection to any
candidate for the same office. The designated election official shall decide objections within
forty-eight hours after the same are filed, and any objections upheld may be remedied or defect
cured upon the original petition, by an amendment thereto, or by filing a new self-nomination
and acceptance form or letter, petition of nomination, or affidavit of intent, as applicable, within
three days after the objection is upheld, but in no event later than the fifty-eighth day before the
day of election. The designated election official shall pass upon the validity of all objections,
whether of form or substance, and the designated election official's decisions upon matters of
form are final. The designated election official's decisions upon matters of substance are open to
review if prompt application is made, as provided in section 1-13.5-1501, but the remedy in all
cases shall be summary, and the decision of the district court is final and not subject to review by
any other court; except that the supreme court, in the exercise of its discretion, may review any

© 2019 Matthew Bender & Company, Inc., a member of the LexisNexis Group. All rights reserved. Use of this product is subject to the

restrictions and terms and conditions of the Matthew Bender Master Agreement.

BACK TO TOP

BACK TO TOP




proceeding in a summary way.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 3 NOMINATIONS / 1-13.5-306.

Objections to nominations. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 14, § 6, effective February 18.
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Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 4 ELECTION JUDGES

PART 4
ELECTION JUDGES

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 4 ELECTION JUDGES /
1-13.5-401. Appointment of election judges.

1-13.5-401. Appointment of election judges.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 4 ELECTION JUDGES /
1-13.5-401. Appointment of election judges. / Statute text

(1) (a) Except as provided in subsection (2) of this section, at least fifteen days before each
local government election, the governing body shall appoint the election judges.

(b) Each election judge must be registered to vote in Colorado and at least eighteen years of
age. Election judges must be appointed pursuant to this article without regard to party affiliation.
Neither a current candidate for director nor any immediate family member, to the second degree,
of such candidate is eligible to serve as an election judge.

(c) The designated election official shall make and file in his or her office a list of all
individuals so appointed, giving their names and addresses. The list is a public record and is
subject to inspection and examination during office hours by any elector of the local government
with the right to make copies thereof.

(2) The governing body may delegate to the designated election official the authority and
responsibility to appoint election judges in the manner provided in this section.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 4 ELECTION JUDGES /
1-13.5-401. Appointment of election judges. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 14, § 6, effective February 18. L.
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2016: (1) amended, (HB 16-1442), ch. 313, p. 1267, § 4, effective August 10.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 4 ELECTION JUDGES /
1-13.5-402. Number of judges - appointment.

1-13.5-402. Number of judges - appointment.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 4 ELECTION JUDGES /
1-13.5-402. Number of judges - appointment. / Statute text

The governing body, or the designated election official if authorized pursuant to section
1-13.5-401 (2), shall appoint at least two election judges for each local government election. The
appointing authority may also appoint any additional judges as deemed necessary, and may
appoint counting judges.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 4 ELECTION JUDGES /
1-13.5-402. Number of judges - appointment. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 15, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 4 ELECTION JUDGES /
1-13.5-403. Certificates of appointment.

1-13.5-403. Certificates of appointment.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 4 ELECTION JUDGES /
1-13.5-403. Certificates of appointment. / Statute text

Promptly after the appointment of the election judges, the designated election official shall
issue certificates certifying the appointments. The designated election official shall mail one
certificate to each person appointed.
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Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 4 ELECTION JUDGES /
1-13.5-403. Certificates of appointment. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 15, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 4 ELECTION JUDGES /
1-13.5-404. Acceptance form - time to file.

1-13.5-404. Acceptance form - time to file.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 4 ELECTION JUDGES /
1-13.5-404. Acceptance form - time to file. / Statute text

With each certificate of appointment transmitted to the election judges, the designated
election official shall enclose a form for acceptance of the appointment. Each individual
appointed as an election judge may file his or her acceptance form in the office of the designated
election official within seven days after the date that the designated election official mailed the
certificate of appointment and the acceptance form. Unless otherwise determined by the
designated election official, failure of any person appointed as an election judge to file an
acceptance within those seven days results in a vacancy, which shall be filled in the same way
the original appointment was made.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 4 ELECTION JUDGES /
1-13.5-404. Acceptance form - time to file. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 15, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 4 ELECTION JUDGES /
1-13.5-405. Vacancies - emergency appointments.
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1-13.5-405. Vacancies - emergency appointments.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 4 ELECTION JUDGES /
1-13.5-405. Vacancies - emergency appointments. / Statute text

Except when section 1-13.5-404 applies, if an individual appointed as an election judge
refuses or fails to accept the appointment or is unable to serve, the individual or any other
election judge must immediately notify the designated election official. The designated election
official shall forthwith appoint another qualified individual to serve as election judge in the place
of the individual. In the event of an emergency, including inability to notify the designated
election official, the remaining election judges at the location where the individual was to serve
may appoint a replacement election judge.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 4 ELECTION JUDGES /
1-13.5-405. Vacancies - emergency appointments. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 15, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 4 ELECTION JUDGES /
1-13.5-406. Removal of judges.

1-13.5-406. Removal of judges.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 4 ELECTION JUDGES /
1-13.5-406. Removal of judges. / Statute text

The designated election official may summarily remove any election judge who neglects his
or her duty, or commits, encourages, or connives at any fraud in connection therewith, or
violates any election laws, or knowingly permits others to do so, or has been convicted of any
felony, or violates his or her oath, or commits any act that interferes or tends to interfere with a
fair and honest election. An election judge has no cause of action against a local government or
designated election official arising from removal from office pursuant to this section.
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Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 4 ELECTION JUDGES /
1-13.5-406. Removal of judges. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 15, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 4 ELECTION JUDGES /
1-13.5-407. Oath of judges.

1-13.5-407. Oath of judges.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 4 ELECTION JUDGES /
1-13.5-407. Oath of judges. / Statute text

Before any votes are taken at any local government election, the election judges shall make a
self-affirmation substantially in the following form:

I, ..., do solemnly swear (or affirm) that 1 am a citizen of the United States and
the state of Colorado; that I am a registered elector in Colorado; that I will perform
the duties of election judge according to law and the best of my ability; that I will
studiously endeavor to prevent fraud, deceit, and abuse in conducting the same; that 1
will not try to ascertain how any elector voted, nor will 1 disclose how any elector
voted if, in the discharge of my duties as judge, such knowledge shall come to me,
unless called upon to disclose the same before some court; and that 1 will not
disclose the result of the votes until the polls have closed.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 4 ELECTION JUDGES /
1-13.5-407. Oath of judges. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 16, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 4 ELECTION JUDGES /
1-13.5-408. Training of judges.
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1-13.5-408. Training of judges.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 4 ELECTION JUDGES /
1-13.5-408. Training of judges. / Statute text

The designated election official shall make available an instruction class concerning the tasks
of an election judge not more than forty-five days prior to each election. A designated election
official shall remove an election judge who fails or refuses to attend the instruction class.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 4 ELECTION JUDGES /
1-13.5-408. Training of judges. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 16, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 4 ELECTION JUDGES /
1-13.5-409. Compensation of judges.

1-13.5-409. Compensation of judges.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 4 ELECTION JUDGES /
1-13.5-409. Compensation of judges. / Statute text

The election judges at any local government election shall receive reasonable compensation
for their services as election judges on election day and additional reasonable compensation for
attending an instruction class required in section 1-13.5-408, as determined by the governing
body of the local government or designated election official if authorized by the governing body
to make a reasonable determination.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 4 ELECTION JUDGES /
1-13.5-409. Compensation of judges. / History
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Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 16, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 4 ELECTION JUDGES /
1-13.5-410. Compensation for delivery of election returns and other election
papers.

1-13.5-410. Compensation for delivery of election returns and other election papers.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 4 ELECTION JUDGES /
1-13.5-410. Compensation for delivery of election returns and other election
papers. / Statute text

The election judges in each polling place shall select one of their number to deliver the
election returns, registration list, property owners list, ballot boxes, if any, and other election
papers and supplies to the office of the designated election official or to such other place as the
designated election official may designate as the counting center. The judge so selected shall be
paid a reasonable amount of compensation for the performance of such service.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 4 ELECTION JUDGES /
1-13.5-410. Compensation for delivery of election returns and other election
papers. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 16, § 6, effective February 18.
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Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS

PART 5
NOTICE AND PREPARATION FOR ELECTIONS

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-501. Call for nominations - definitions.

1-13.5-501. Call for nominations - definitions.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-501. Call for nominations - definitions. / Statute text

(1) Between seventy-five and one hundred days before a regular local government election,
the designated election official shall provide notice by publication of a call for nominations for
the election. The call must state the director offices to be voted upon at the election, where a
self-nomination and acceptance form or letter may be obtained, the deadline for submitting the
self-nomination and acceptance form or letter to the designated election official, and information
on obtaining an absentee ballot.

(2) As used in this section, "publication" means printing one time, in one newspaper of
general circulation in the special district or proposed special district if there is such a newspaper,
and, if not, then in a newspaper in the county in which the special district or proposed special
district is located. For a special district with territory within more than one county, if publication
cannot be made in one newspaper of general circulation in the special district, then one
publication is required in a newspaper in each county in which the special district is located and
in which the special district also has fifty or more eligible electors.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-501. Call for nominations - definitions. / History
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Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 16, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-502. Notice of election.

1-13.5-502. Notice of election.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-502. Notice of election. / Statute text

(1) The designated election official, at least twenty days before each local government
election, shall give written notice of the election stating the date of the election and the location
and hours during which the polls will be open; the date ballots have or may be mailed if the
election is conducted by mail ballot; mail ballot drop-off locations; names of the officers to be
elected and any ballot issues and ballot questions to be voted upon; and the names of those
candidates whose nominations have been certified to the designated election official, which
listing must be as nearly as possible in the form in which such nominations will appear upon the
official ballot. For an independent mail ballot election, the notice does not need to include the
text of the ballot issues or ballot questions. A copy of the notice must be posted until after the
election in a conspicuous place in the office of the designated election official. A copy of the
notice must be mailed or sent via electronic mail to the county clerk and recorder.

(2) (a) In addition, the notice required by this section must be published in at least one
newspaper having general circulation in the local government on or before the twentieth day
before election day.

(b) On or before the twentieth day before the election, a special district must effect
publication of the notice as provided in section 1-13.5-1102.

(3) All polling places must be designated by a sign conspicuously posted at least twenty days
before each local government election. The sign must be substantially in the following form:
"Polling Place for (name of local government)". In addition, the sign must state the date of the
next election and the hours the polling place will be open.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-502. Notice of election. / History
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Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 17, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-503. Ballot issue notice.

1-13.5-503. Ballot issue notice.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-503. Ballot issue notice. / Statute text

(1) Any ballot issue notice relating to a local government ballot issue must be prepared and
distributed in a manner consistent with part 9 of article 7 of this title.

(2) In addition to the requirements set forth in subsection (1) of this section, a local
government submitting a ballot issue concerning the creation of any debt or other financial
obligation at an election in the local government must post notice in accordance with the
requirements of section 1-7-908.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-503. Ballot issue notice. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 17, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-504. Establishing precincts and polling places -
applicability.

1-13.5-504. Establishing precincts and polling places - applicability.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-504. Establishing precincts and polling places -
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applicability. / Statute text

(1) This section applies to local government elections that are conducted by polling place.

(2) The governing body of each local government, or designated election official if
authorized by the governing body, shall divide the local government into as many election
precincts for local government elections as it deems expedient for the convenience of the electors
of the local government and shall designate the location and address for each polling place at
which elections are to be held.

(3) The designated election officials of local governments with overlapping boundaries that
hold elections the same day by polling place must meet, confer, and thereafter, if practical, hold
such elections in a manner that permits an elector in the overlapping area to vote in all of such
elections at one polling place.

(4) Notwithstanding subsection (3) of this section, the governing body or designated election
official shall change any polling place upon petition of a majority of the registered electors
residing within the local government.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-504. Establishing precincts and polling places -
applicability. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 18, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-504.5. Accessibility of polling places to persons with
disabilities.

1-13.5-504.5. Accessibility of polling places to persons with disabilities.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-504.5. Accessibility of polling places to persons with
disabilities. / Statute text

(1) Each polling place shall comply fully with the current "ADA standards for accessible
design" set forth in 28 CFR 36 and promulgated in accordance with the federal "Americans with
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Disabilities Act of 1990", as amended, 42 U.S.C. sec. 12101 et seq., and no barrier shall impede
the path of electors with disabilities to the voting booth.

(2) Emergency polling places are exempt from compliance with this section.

(3) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (2) of this section, a designated election
official shall only select as polling places such sites that meet the standards of accessibility set
forth in subsection (1) of this section.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-504.5. Accessibility of polling places to persons with
disabilities. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 18, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-505. Judges may change polling places.

1-13.5-505. Judges may change polling places.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-505. Judges may change polling places. / Statute text

(1) When it becomes impossible or inconvenient to hold an election at the place designated,
the election judges, after notifying the designated election official and after having assembled at
or as near as practicable to such place and before receiving any vote, may move to the nearest
convenient place for holding the election and at such newly designated place proceed with the
election.

(2) Upon moving to a new polling place, the judges shall prominently display a proclamation
of the change and may station a proper person at the original polling place to notify all persons
appearing at the original polling place of the new location for holding the election.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-505. Judges may change polling places. / History
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Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 18, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-506. Number of voting booths, voting machines, or
voting systems.

1-13.5-506. Number of voting booths, voting machines, or voting systems.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-506. Number of voting booths, voting machines, or
voting systems. / Statute text

(1) In local governments that use paper ballots, the governing body shall provide in each
polling place a sufficient number of voting booths. Each voting booth shall be situated so as to
permit an eligible elector to prepare his or her ballot screened from observation and shall be
furnished with such supplies and conveniences as will enable the eligible elector to prepare his
or her ballot for voting.

(2) In local governments that use voting machines, the governing body shall supply each
polling place with a sufficient number of voting machines.

(3) In local governments that use an electronic voting system, the governing body shall
provide adequate materials and equipment for the orderly conduct of voting.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-506. Number of voting booths, voting machines, or
voting systems. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 19, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-507. Arrangement of voting machines or voting booths
and ballot boxes.

© 2019 Matthew Bender & Company, Inc., a member of the LexisNexis Group. All rights reserved. Use of this product is subject to the

restrictions and terms and conditions of the Matthew Bender Master Agreement.

BACK TO TOP

BACK TO TOP




1-13.5-507. Arrangement of voting machines or voting booths and ballot boxes.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-507. Arrangement of voting machines or voting booths
and ballot boxes. / Statute text

The voting machines or the voting booths and ballot box must be situated in the polling place
in plain view of the election officials and watchers. No person other than the election officials
and those admitted for the purpose of voting are permitted within the immediate voting area,
which is the area within six feet of the voting machines or the voting booths and ballot box,
except by authority of the election judges, and then only when necessary to keep order and
enforce the law.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-507. Arrangement of voting machines or voting booths
and ballot boxes. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 19, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-508. Election expenses to be paid by local government.

1-13.5-508. Election expenses to be paid by local government.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-508. Election expenses to be paid by local government. /
Statute text

The cost of conducting a local government election, including the cost of printing and
supplies, is to be paid by the local government for which the election is being held.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
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AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-508. Election expenses to be paid by local government. /
History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 19, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-509. Failure to receive mailed notice.

1-13.5-509. Failure to receive mailed notice.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-509. Failure to receive mailed notice. / Statute text

Any election for which a notice was mailed shall not be invalidated on the grounds that an
eligible elector did not receive the ballot issue notice, mailed information, or mailed notification
of the election required by law or the state constitution if the designated election official acted in
good faith in making the mailing. Good faith is presumed if the designated election official or
coordinated election official mailed the ballot issue notice, information, or notification to the
addresses appearing on a registration list for the local government as provided by the county
clerk and recorder, and, where applicable, the property owners list for the local government
provided by the county assessor.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-509. Failure to receive mailed notice. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 19, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-510. Court-ordered elections.

1-13.5-510. Court-ordered elections.
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Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-510. Court-ordered elections. / Statute text

(1) When an election is ordered by the court for a special district, the court shall authorize
the designated election official to give notice, and take such other actions, as provided in the
order.

(2) For an organizational election, the notice by publication must include the purposes of the
election, the estimated operating and debt service mill levies and fiscal year spending for the first
year following organization, and the boundaries of the special district. The notice by publication
must recite the election date, which shall be not less than twenty days after publication of the
election notice.

(3) For a dissolution election, the notice by publication must include the plan for dissolution
or a summary of the plan and the place where a member of the public may inspect or obtain a
copy of the complete plan. The notice by publication must recite the election date, which must be
not less than twenty days after publication of the election notice.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-510. Court-ordered elections. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 19, § 6, effective February 18. L.
2016: (1) amended, (HB 16-1442), ch. 313, p. 1267, § 5, effective August 10.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-511. Certification of ballot.

1-13.5-511. Certification of ballot.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-511. Certification of ballot. / Statute text

(1) No later than sixty days before any election, the designated election official of each local
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government that intends to conduct an election shall certify the order of the ballot and ballot
content. The order of the ballot and ballot content must include the name and office of each
candidate for whom a petition or self-nomination form or letter has been filed with the
designated election official and any ballot issues or ballot questions to be submitted to the
eligible electors.

(2) After a designated election official has certified the order of the ballot and ballot content
in accordance with subsection (1) of this section, the designated election official may recertify
the ballot if:

(a) A candidate withdraws from a race, and the withdrawal would not change the order that
the candidate names appear on the ballot as previously determined by the lot drawing; or

(b) There are technical revisions to a ballot issue or ballot question prior to the ballots being
printed.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-511. Certification of ballot. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 20, § 6, effective February 18. L.
2016: Entire section amended, (HB 16-1442), ch. 313, p. 1267, § 6, effective August 10.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-512. Correction of errors.

1-13.5-512. Correction of errors.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-512. Correction of errors. / Statute text

The designated election official shall, on his or her own motion, correct without delay any
error in publication of sample or official ballots that he or she discovers or that is brought to his
or her attention and that can be corrected without interfering with the timely distribution of the
ballots.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-512. Correction of errors. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 20, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-513. Election may be canceled - when.

1-13.5-513. Election may be canceled - when.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-513. Election may be canceled - when. / Statute text

(1) If the only matter before the electors in a nonpartisan election is the election of persons to
office and if, at the close of business on the sixty-third day before the election or at any time
thereafter, there are not more candidates than offices to be filled at the election, including
candidates filing affidavits of intent to be a write-in candidate, the designated election official, if
instructed by resolution of the governing body, shall cancel the election and declare the
candidates elected.

(2) No later than twenty-five days before an election conducted as a coordinated election in
November, and at any time prior to any other elections, a governing body may by resolution
withdraw one or more ballot issues or ballot questions from the ballot. In such case, the ballot
issues and ballot questions are deemed to have not been submitted and votes cast on the ballot
issues and ballot questions will either not be counted or be deemed invalid by action of the
governing body.

(3) If the electors are to consider the election of persons to office and ballot issues or ballot
questions, the election may be canceled by the governing body only in the event that all of the
conditions of subsection (1) of this section exist and that all ballot issues or ballot questions have
been withdrawn from the ballot pursuant to subsection (2) of this section.

(4) Except as provided in subsection (2) of this section, no election may be canceled in part.

(5) Unless otherwise provided by an intergovernmental agreement pursuant to section
1-7-116, upon receipt of an invoice, the governing body shall within thirty days promptly pay all
costs accrued by the county clerk and recorder and any applicable political subdivision
attributable to the canceled election or withdrawn ballot issues or ballot questions.
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(6) The governing body or designated election official shall provide notice by publication, as
that term is defined in section 1-13.5-501, of the cancellation of the election. A copy of the
notice must be posted at each polling location of the local government, in the office of the
designated election official, and in the office of the clerk and recorder for each county with
territorial boundaries that overlap in whole or in part with those of the local government and, for
special districts, a copy of the notice must be filed in the office of the division of local
government. The governing body shall also notify the candidates that the election was canceled
and that they were elected by acclamation.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 5 NOTICE AND PREPARATION
FOR ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-513. Election may be canceled - when. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 20, § 6, effective February 18.
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Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS

PART 6
CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
1-13.5-601. Hours of voting.

1-13.5-601. Hours of voting.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
1-13.5-601. Hours of voting. / Statute text

At all elections held under this article, the polls shall be opened at 7 a.m. and remain open
until 7 p.m. of the same day. If a full set of election judges is not present at the hour of 7 a.m., an
alternate election judge shall be appointed by the designated election official or judge in
attendance at the polling place. The polls shall be opened if at least two election judges are
present, even if the alternate judge has not arrived. Every person otherwise qualified to vote who
is standing in line waiting to vote at 7 p.m. may vote.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
1-13.5-601. Hours of voting. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 21, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
1-13.5-602. Watchers - definition.

1-13.5-602. Watchers - definition.
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Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
1-13.5-602. Watchers - definition. / Statute text

(1) (a) (I) Each candidate for office, or interested party in case of a ballot issue or ballot
question, at a local government election is entitled to appoint an eligible elector to act on his or
her behalf in every polling place in which he or she is a candidate or in which the issue or
question is on the ballot; except that neither a current candidate for director nor any immediate
family member, to the second degree, of such candidate is eligible to serve as a watcher for that
candidate.

(IT) As used in this section, "interested party" means an issue committee whose issue is on
the ballot.

(b) The candidates or interested parties shall certify the name of the persons so appointed to
the designated election official on forms provided by the designated election official. If multiple
names are certified to the designated election official for or against any ballot issue or ballot
question, and the designated election official reasonably determines that multiple watchers will
impede the conduct of the election, the designated election official may, by lot, reduce the
number of watchers to one for and one against the ballot issue or ballot question for each
location to be watched.

(c) In case a watcher must leave the polling place, the watcher may designate an alternate to
act on his or her behalf while he or she is absent if the alternate is made known to the election
judges by an affidavit of the person first named as a watcher. A watcher serving at the polling
place has the right to remain inside the polling place from at least fifteen minutes prior to the
opening of the polls until after the completion of the count of votes cast at the election and the
certification of the count by the election judges. Each watcher may maintain a list of eligible
electors as the names are announced by the election judges and witness each step in the conduct
of the election.

(2) Watchers shall take an oath administered by one of the election judges that they are
eligible electors, that their name has been submitted to the designated election official as a
watcher for this election, and that they will not in any manner make known to anyone the result
of counting votes until the polls have closed.

(3) Watchers shall not:

(a) Interrupt or disrupt the processing, verification, or counting of any ballots or any other
stage of the election;

(b) Write down any ballot numbers or any other identifying information about the electors;

© 2019 Matthew Bender & Company, Inc., a member of the LexisNexis Group. All rights reserved. Use of this product is subject to the

restrictions and terms and conditions of the Matthew Bender Master Agreement.

BACK TO TOP

BACK TO TOP




(c) Handle the pollbooks, affidavits and self-affirmations, ballots, mail ballot envelopes,
absentee ballot envelopes, voting or counting machines, or machine components;

(d) Interfere with the orderly conduct of any election process, including issuance of ballots,
receiving of ballots, and voting or counting of ballots;

(e) Interact with election officials or election judges except for the individual identified by
the designated election official; or

(f) Have a cellular phone, camera, recording device, laptop or tablet, or other electronic data
capture device in the polling place.

(4) A designated election official may remove a watcher upon finding that the watcher
commits or encourages fraud in connection with his or her duties, violates any of the limitations
outlined in this article, violates his or her oath, or is abusive or threatening toward election
officials or any other person.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
1-13.5-602. Watchers - definition. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 21, § 6, effective February 18. L.
2016: (1)(a)(I) amended, (HB 16-1442), ch. 313, p. 1268, § 7, effective August 10.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
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1-13.5-603. Judges open ballot box first.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
1-13.5-603. Judges open ballot box first. / Statute text

In polling places that use an electronic voting system or paper ballots, the election judges,
immediately before the opening of the polls, shall open the ballot box in the presence of the
people assembled in the polling place, turn it upside down so as to empty it of all of its contents,
and then lock it securely. The ballot box must not be reopened until the time for counting the
ballots it contains.
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Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
1-13.5-603. Judges open ballot box first. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 22, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
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1-13.5-604. Judge to keep pollbook.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
1-13.5-604. Judge to keep pollbook. / Statute text

An election judge shall keep a pollbook, which shall contain one column headed "names of
voters" and one column headed "number on ballot". The name and number on the ballot of each
eligible elector voting must be entered in regular succession under the headings in the pollbook.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
1-13.5-604. Judge to keep pollbook. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 23, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
1-13.5-605. Preparing to vote.

1-13.5-605. Preparing to vote.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
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1-13.5-605. Preparing to vote. / Statute text

(1) Any eligible elector desiring to vote shall write his or her name and address on a form
available at the polling place and shall give the form to one of the election judges, who shall
thereupon announce the same clearly and audibly. If the elector is unable to write, he or she may
request assistance from one of the election judges, and such judge shall sign the form and
witness the elector's mark. The form made available must contain in substance the following:

1 state under penalty of perjury that I am an elector who is eligible to vote each of
the ballots that 1 have cast in this election; that my signhature and name are as shown
on this document; that 1 have not and will not cast more than one ballot for a matter
to be decided in this election; and that my ballots are cast in accordance with
applicable law.

Name: . e e e e

Date: e e e eaaaaaaaaan

Signature of elector: .. ... ... e aaaan

IT the person®s name is found on the registration list or property owners list, as
applicable, by the election judge having charge thereof, he or she shall repeat the
name, and the elector shall be allowed to enter the immediate voting area.

(2) (a) Any person desiring to vote at any special district election as an eligible elector who
does not appear on the registration list or property owners list for the district shall sign a
self-affirmation that the person is an elector of the special district. The self-affirming oath or
affirmation shall be on a form that contains in substance the following:

I, (printed name), who reside at (address), am an elector of this (nhame of special
district) district and desire to vote at this election. 1 do solemnly swear (or
affirm) that 1 am registered to vote in the state of Colorado and qualified to vote in
this special district election as:

a resident of the district or area to be included in the district; or

the owner of taxable real or personal property situated within the boundaries of
the special district or area to be included within the special district; or

a person who is obligated to pay taxes under a contract to purchase taxable
property in the special district or the area to be included within the special
district; or

the spouse or civil union partner of (name of spouse or civil union partner) who
is the owner of taxable real or personal property situated within the boundaries of
the special district or area to be included within the special district.
1 have not voted previously at this election.
Date
Signature of elector -

(b) A person otherwise eligible to vote in a local government election that is not a special
district election whose name has been omitted from the registration list or property owner's list
shall be permitted to vote by:

(I) Taking substantially the following self-affirmation:

1 do solemnly swear or affirm that I am a citizen of the United States of the age of
eighteen years or older; that I am a registered elector in this political subdivision;
that 1 am eligible to vote at this election; and that | have not previously voted at
this election; or
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(IT) Presenting to an election judge a certificate of registration issued on election day by the
county clerk and recorder or a certificate of property ownership issued on election day by the
county assessor as applicable; or

(IIT) An election judge verifying, on election day, the person's registration with the county
clerk and recorder or through the statewide voter registration records maintained by the secretary
of state, or, as applicable, obtaining verification of the person's property ownership from the
county assessor.

(3) An election judge shall promptly contact the county clerk and recorder or the county
assessor for verification required under paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of this section so that
every eligible elector present at the polling place is allowed to vote. Notation of verification of
registration or property ownership shall be made in the pollbook next to the eligible elector's
name.

(4) The self-affirmation provided in subsection (2) of this section must be accepted in lieu of
the verification of registration or property ownership unless the person's right to vote is
successfully challenged.

(5) Besides the election officials, not more than four eligible electors in excess of the number
of voting booths or voting machines are allowed within the immediate voting area at one time.

(6) The completed signature forms must be returned with other election materials to the
designated election official. If no challenges are made, the forms may be destroyed after
forty-five days following election day.

(7) In precincts using paper ballots, an election judge shall give the eligible elector one, and
only one, ballot, which the election judge shall remove from the package of ballots by tearing or
cutting the ballot along the perforated or dotted line. Before delivering the ballot to an elector,
the election judge having charge of the ballots shall endorse his or her initials on the duplicate

stub. An election judge shall enter the name of the elector and number of said ballot in the
pollbook.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
1-13.5-605. Preparing to vote. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 23, § 6, effective February 18.
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1-13.5-606. Manner of voting in precincts using paper ballots.

1-13.5-606. Manner of voting in precincts using paper ballots.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
1-13.5-606. Manner of voting in precincts using paper ballots. / Statute text

(1) In precincts that use paper ballots, upon receiving his or her ballot, an eligible elector
shall immediately retire alone to one of the voting booths provided and shall prepare the ballot
by marking or stamping in ink or indelible pencil, in the appropriate margin or place, a cross
mark (x) opposite the name of the candidate of the elector's choice for each office to be filled;
except that no cross mark (x) is required opposite the name of a write-in candidate. In case of a
question submitted to a vote of the people, the elector shall mark or stamp, in the appropriate
margin or place, a cross mark (x) opposite the answer that he or she desires to give. Before
leaving the voting booth, the elector shall fold the ballot without displaying the marks thereon so
that the contents of the ballot are concealed and the stub can be removed without exposing any
of the contents of the ballot, and the elector must keep the ballot folded until the elector deposits
the ballot in the ballot box.

(2) Each eligible elector who has prepared a ballot and is ready to cast his or her vote shall
then leave the voting booth and approach the election judge in charge of the ballot box. The
elector shall give his or her name to that judge, who shall announce the name of such elector and
the number upon the duplicate stub of the ballot, which number must correspond with the stub
number previously placed on the registration list or pollbook. If the stub number of the ballot
corresponds and is identified by the initials of the election judge placed thereupon, the election
judge shall then remove the duplicate stub from the ballot. The ballot must then be returned to
the eligible elector, who shall, in full view of the election judges, cast his or her vote by
depositing the ballot in the ballot box.

(3) Each eligible elector shall mark and deposit his or her ballot without undue delay and
shall leave the immediate voting area as soon as the elector votes. No elector shall occupy a
voting booth already occupied by another, nor remain within the immediate voting area for more
than ten minutes, nor occupy a voting booth for more than five minutes if all such booths are in
use and other electors are waiting to occupy the same. No eligible elector whose name has been
entered on the pollbook is allowed to reenter the immediate voting area during the election
except when accompanied by an election judge.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
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1-13.5-606. Manner of voting in precincts using paper ballots. / History
Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 25, § 6, effective February 18.
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1-13.5-607. Eligible elector requiring assistance.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
1-13.5-607. Eligible elector requiring assistance. / Statute text

(1) Notwithstanding any provision of section 1-13.5-606 to the contrary, if, at any election,
an eligible elector declares under oath to the election judges of the polling place that, by reason
of visual impairment or other physical disability or inability to read or write, the elector is unable
to prepare his or her ballot or operate the voting machine without assistance, the elector may,
upon request, receive the assistance of any one of the election judges or, at the elector's option,
any other person selected by the elector requiring assistance. No person, other than an election
judge, is permitted to enter a voting booth as an assistant to more than one elector.

(2) A notation must be made in the pollbook opposite the name of each voter thus assisted
indicating that the voter was assisted.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
1-13.5-607. Eligible elector requiring assistance. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 25, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
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1-13.5-608. Spoiled ballots.

1-13.5-608. Spoiled ballots.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
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AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
1-13.5-608. Spoiled ballots. / Statute text

In polling places that use an electronic voting system or paper ballots, no person shall take or
remove any ballot from the polling place before the close of the polls. If any elector spoils a
ballot, he or she may successively obtain others, one at a time, not exceeding three in all, upon
returning each spoiled one. The spoiled ballots so returned shall be immediately canceled and
shall be preserved and returned to the designated election official along with other election
records and supplies.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
1-13.5-608. Spoiled ballots. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 26, § 6, effective February 18.
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1-13.5-609. Counting paper ballots.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
1-13.5-609. Counting paper ballots. / Statute text

(1) As soon as the polls at any election are finally closed, the election judges shall
immediately open the ballot box and proceed to count the votes cast, and, before the election
judges adjourn, the counting thereof shall continue until finished. The election judges shall first
count the number of ballots in the box. If the ballots are found to exceed the number of names
entered on the pollbook, the election judges shall then examine the official endorsements upon
the ballots, and if, in the unanimous opinion of the judges, any of the ballots in excess of the
number on the pollbook do not bear the proper official endorsement, they shall be put into a
separate pile, and a separate record and return of the votes in such ballots shall be made under
the heading "excess ballots". When the ballots and the pollbook agree, the election judges shall
proceed to count the votes. Each ballot shall be read and counted separately, and every name
separately marked as voted for on such ballot where there is no conflict to obscure the intention

of the voter, and shall be read and marked upon the tally sheets before proceeding to any other
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ballot. Each ballot, excepting excess ballots, shall be read and counted and placed upon the tally
sheets in like manner.

(2) When all the votes have been read and counted, the ballots, together with one of the tally
lists, shall be placed in a box or appropriate container, and the opening shall be carefully sealed,
and each of the election judges shall place his or her initials on said seal. The sealed box shall be
delivered to the designated election official pursuant to section 1-13.5-614.

(3) All persons, except election judges and watchers, are excluded from the place where the
counting is being carried on until the count has been completed.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
1-13.5-609. Counting paper ballots. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 26, § 6, effective February 18.
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1-13.5-610. Counting by counting judges.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
1-13.5-610. Counting by counting judges. / Statute text

(1) In precincts with counting judges, the receiving judges as directed by the designated
election official shall deliver to the counting judges the ballot box containing cast ballots and the
receiving judges shall then use another ballot box furnished for voting. The receiving judges
shall open, empty, and lock the alternate ballot box in the manner prescribed in section
1-13.5-603.

(2) When the counting judges have counted the votes in a ballot box, they shall return the
empty ballot box to the receiving judges and exchange it for the box containing ballots cast since
taking possession of the first ballot box. The judges shall continue to exchange ballot boxes in
the same manner until the polls are closed and shall continue counting until all ballots have been
counted.

(3) When an exchange of ballot boxes is made as described in subsection (2) of this section,
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the receiving judges shall sign and furnish to the counting judges a statement showing the
number of ballots that are to be found in each ballot box as indicated by the pollbooks. The
counting judges shall then count ballots in the manner prescribed in section 1-13.5-609.

(4) The designated election official may provide a separate room or building for the counting
judges.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
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Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 26, § 6, effective February 18.
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1-13.5-611. Tally sheets.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
1-13.5-611. Tally sheets. / Statute text

As the election judges open and read the ballots, the votes that each candidate and any ballot
issue or ballot question received must be carefully marked down, upon tally sheets prepared by
the designated election official for that purpose, by any appropriate election official.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
1-13.5-611. Tally sheets. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 27, § 6, effective February 18.
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1-13.5-612. Defective ballots.
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1-13.5-612. Defective ballots.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
1-13.5-612. Defective ballots. / Statute text

(1) If an elector votes for more names than there are persons to be elected to an office, or, if
it is impossible to determine the choice of an elector for an office to be filled, the elector's ballot
will not be counted for that office. A defective or an incomplete cross marked on any ballot in a
proper place must be counted if there is no other mark or cross on such ballot indicating an
intention to vote for some person other than those indicated by the first mentioned defective
cross or mark. No ballot without the official endorsement, except as provided in section
1-13.5-704, may be deposited in the ballot box, and only ballots provided in accordance with this
article shall be counted. If the election judges discover in the counting of votes that the name of
any candidate voted for is misspelled or the initial letters of a candidate's given name are
transposed or omitted in part or altogether on the ballot, the vote for the candidate must be
counted if the intention of the elector to vote for the candidate is apparent.

(2) Ballots not counted must be marked "defective" on the back thereof and shall be
preserved for such time as is provided in section 1-13.5-616 for ballots and destroyed as therein
directed.
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Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 27, § 6, effective February 18.
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1-13.5-613. Judges' certificate - statement on ballots.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
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1-13.5-613. Judges' certificate - statement on ballots. / Statute text
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(1) As soon as all the votes have been read and counted, the election judges shall make a
certificate stating:

(a) The name of each candidate, designating the office for which each candidate received
votes;

(b) The number of votes each candidate received, which number must be expressed in words,
at full length, and in numerical figures; and

(c) The ballot issue or ballot question, if any, voted upon and the number of votes counted
for and against the ballot issue or ballot question.

(2) (a) In addition, the election judges shall make a statement in writing showing the number
of ballots voted, containing a separate statement that identifies and specifies each of the
following:

(I) The number of ballots delivered to electors;

(IT) The number of ballots not delivered to electors;

(IIT) The number of unofficial and substitute ballots voted;
(IV) The number of spoiled ballots; and

(V) The number of ballots returned.

(b) All unused ballots, spoiled ballots, and stubs of ballots voted must be returned with the
statement described in paragraph (a) of this subsection (2).

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
1-13.5-613. Judges' certificate - statement on ballots. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 27, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
1-13.5-614. Delivery of election returns, ballot boxes, and other election papers.

1-13.5-614. Delivery of election returns, ballot boxes, and other election papers.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,

© 2019 Matthew Bender & Company, Inc., a member of the LexisNexis Group. All rights reserved. Use of this product is subject to the

restrictions and terms and conditions of the Matthew Bender Master Agreement.

BACK TO TOP

BACK TO TOP




AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
1-13.5-614. Delivery of election returns, ballot boxes, and other election papers. /
Statute text

When all the votes have been read and counted, an election judge shall deliver to the
designated election official the certificate and statement required by section 1-13.5-613, the
ballot boxes and all keys or seals thereto, and the registration and property owners lists,
pollbooks, tally sheets, spoiled ballots, unused ballots, ballot stubs, oaths, affidavits, and other
election papers and supplies. The delivery must be made at once and with all convenient speed,
and informality in delivery does not invalidate the vote of any polling place when delivery has
been made prior to the completion of the official abstract of the votes by the canvassers pursuant
to section 1-13.5-1305. The designated election official shall provide a receipt for all papers so
delivered.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
1-13.5-614. Delivery of election returns, ballot boxes, and other election papers. /
History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 28, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
1-13.5-615. Abstract of votes - judges to post returns.

1-13.5-615. Abstract of votes - judges to post returns.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
1-13.5-615. Abstract of votes - judges to post returns. / Statute text

(1) (a) In addition to all certificates otherwise required to be made of the count of votes cast
at any election, the election judges are required to make an abstract of the count of votes
containing the names of the offices, the names of the candidates, any ballot issues or ballot
questions voted upon, and the number of votes counted for and against each candidate or ballot
measure.

(b) Suitable blanks for the required abstract shall be prepared, printed, and furnished to all
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election judges at the same time and in the same manner as other election supplies are furnished.

(2) Immediately upon completion of the count, the abstract required under subsection (1) of
this section must be posted in a conspicuous place that can be seen from the outside of the
polling place. The abstract may be removed at any time forty-eight hours after the polls close.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
1-13.5-615. Abstract of votes - judges to post returns. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 28, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
1-13.5-616. Preservation of ballots and election records.

1-13.5-616. Preservation of ballots and election records.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
1-13.5-616. Preservation of ballots and election records. / Statute text

(1) The ballots, when not required to be taken from the sealed box for the purpose of election
contests, shall remain in the sealed box in the custody of the designated election official until
twenty-five months after the date the polls closed for the election at which the ballots were cast
or until the time has expired for which the ballots would be needed in any contest proceedings, at
which time the sealed box must be opened by the designated election official and the ballots
destroyed by fire, shredding, burial, or by any other method approved by the governing body.

(2) The designated election official shall preserve all other official election records and forms
for at least six months following the date the polls closed.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
1-13.5-616. Preservation of ballots and election records. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 29, § 6, effective February 18.
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Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
1-13.5-617. Ranked voting methods.

1-13.5-617. Ranked voting methods.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
1-13.5-617. Ranked voting methods. / Statute text

(1) Notwithstanding any provision of this article to the contrary, a local government may use
a ranked voting method to conduct a regular election to elect the members of the governing body
of the local government in accordance with section 1-7-1003, and the rules adopted by the
secretary of state pursuant to section 1-7-1004.

(2) A local government conducting an election using a ranked voting method may adapt the
requirements of this article, including requirements concerning the form of the ballot, the method
of marking the ballot, the procedure for counting ballots, and the form of the election judges'
certificate, as necessary for compatibility with the ranked voting method.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
1-13.5-617. Ranked voting methods. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 29, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
1-13.5-618. Covered voters to receive mail ballots.

1-13.5-618. Covered voters to receive mail ballots.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
1-13.5-618. Covered voters to receive mail ballots. / Statute text
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Notwithstanding any provision of this article to the contrary, the designated election official
of a local government shall mail a ballot to every eligible elector of the local government who is
a covered voter, as that term is defined in section 1-8.3-102, for any election conducted under
this article.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 6 CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS /
1-13.5-618. Covered voters to receive mail ballots. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 29, § 6, effective February 18.
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Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 7 VOTING MACHINES

PART 7
VOTING MACHINES

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 7 VOTING MACHINES /
1-13.5-701. Use of voting machines.

1-13.5-701. Use of voting machines.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 7 VOTING MACHINES /
1-13.5-701. Use of voting machines. / Statute text

Voting machines may be used in any local government election if the governing body, by
resolution, authorizes their use.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 7 VOTING MACHINES /
1-13.5-701. Use of voting machines. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 29, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 7 VOTING MACHINES /
1-13.5-702. Judges to inspect machines - when.

1-13.5-702. Judges to inspect machines - when.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 7 VOTING MACHINES /
1-13.5-702. Judges to inspect machines - when. / Statute text
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The election judges of each polling place at which voting machines are used shall meet at the
polling place at least forty-five minutes before the time set for the opening of the polls at each
election. Before the polls open for an election, each judge shall carefully examine each machine
used in the polling place and see that no vote has been cast and that every counter, except the
protective counter, registers zero.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 7 VOTING MACHINES /
1-13.5-702. Judges to inspect machines - when. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 29, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 7 VOTING MACHINES /
1-13.5-703. Sample ballots, ballot labels, and instruction cards.

1-13.5-703. Sample ballots, ballot labels, and instruction cards.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 7 VOTING MACHINES /
1-13.5-703. Sample ballots, ballot labels, and instruction cards. / Statute text

(1) Sample ballots must be produced for display at polling places in which voting machines
are used and are subject to public inspection. The sample ballots must be arranged in the form of
a diagram showing the front of the voting machine as it will appear after the official ballot labels
are arranged on the voting machine for voting. The designated election official shall provide
sample ballots for each polling place. The sample ballots must be delivered to the election judges
and posted in the polling place for display on election day.

(2) The designated election official or his or her designee shall also prepare and place on
each voting machine to be used in the polling place a set of official ballot labels arranged in the
manner prescribed for the official election ballot to be used on voting machines. The designated
election official shall deliver the required number of voting machines, equipped with the official
ballot, to each polling place no later than the day prior to the day of election.

(3) Instruction cards to guide eligible electors in casting their ballots on voting machines
must be supplied by the designated election official as provided in section 1-13.5-906.
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Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 7 VOTING MACHINES /
1-13.5-703. Sample ballots, ballot labels, and instruction cards. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 30, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 7 VOTING MACHINES /
1-13.5-704. Instructions to vote.

1-13.5-704. Instructions to vote.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 7 VOTING MACHINES /
1-13.5-704. Instructions to vote. / Statute text

In case an eligible elector, after entering the voting machine or voting booth, asks for further
instructions concerning the manner of voting, an election judge shall give such instruction to him
or her; except that no judge or other election officer or person assisting such elector shall enter
the voting machine or voting booth, except as provided in section 1-13.5-607, or in any manner
request, suggest, or seek to persuade or induce any such elector to vote for any particular
candidate, or for or against any particular ballot issue or ballot question. After receiving
instruction, the eligible elector shall vote as in the case of an unassisted voter.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 7 VOTING MACHINES /
1-13.5-704. Instructions to vote. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 30, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 7 VOTING MACHINES /
1-13.5-705. Length of time to vote.

1-13.5-705. Length of time to vote.
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Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 7 VOTING MACHINES /
1-13.5-705. Length of time to vote. / Statute text

No eligible elector shall remain within the voting machine booth longer than three minutes.
If an eligible elector refuses to leave after a lapse of three minutes, the elector shall be removed
by the election judges, but the judges, in their discretion, may permit an elector to remain longer
than three minutes.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 7 VOTING MACHINES /
1-13.5-705. Length of time to vote. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 30, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 7 VOTING MACHINES /
1-13.5-706. Judge to watch voting machines.

1-13.5-706. Judge to watch voting machines.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 7 VOTING MACHINES /
1-13.5-706. Judge to watch voting machines. / Statute text

The election judges shall designate at least one judge to be stationed beside the entrance to
the voting machine or voting booth during the entire period of the election to see that it is
properly closed after an elector has entered to vote. At such intervals as the judge deems proper
or necessary, the judge shall examine the face of the machine to ascertain whether it has been
defaced or injured, to detect the wrongdoer, and to repair any injury.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 7 VOTING MACHINES /
1-13.5-706. Judge to watch voting machines. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 30, § 6, effective February 18.
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Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 7 VOTING MACHINES /
1-13.5-707. Designated election official to supply seals for voting machines.

1-13.5-707. Designated election official to supply seals for voting machines.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 7 VOTING MACHINES /
1-13.5-707. Designated election official to supply seals for voting machines. /
Statute text

The designated election official shall supply each polling place with a seal for each voting
machine for the purpose of sealing each machine after the polls are closed and an envelope for
the return of the keys and seals to the machine, as applicable, with the election returns.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 7 VOTING MACHINES /
1-13.5-707. Designated election official to supply seals for voting machines. /
History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 31, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 7 VOTING MACHINES /
1-13.5-708. Close of polls and count of votes.

1-13.5-708. Close of polls and count of votes.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 7 VOTING MACHINES /
1-13.5-708. Close of polls and count of votes. / Statute text

As soon as the polls are closed, the election judges shall immediately lock and seal each
voting machine to prevent further voting. Immediately after each machine is locked and sealed,
the election judges shall open the counting compartments and count the votes. After the total
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votes for each candidate and each ballot issue or ballot question, as applicable, have been
ascertained, the election judges shall make a certificate of votes cast, in numerical figures only,
and return the same to the designated election official as provided in section 1-13.5-613.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 7 VOTING MACHINES /
1-13.5-708. Close of polls and count of votes. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 31, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 7 VOTING MACHINES /
1-13.5-709. Election laws apply - separate absentee ballots permitted.

1-13.5-709. Election laws apply - separate absentee ballots permitted.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 7 VOTING MACHINES /
1-13.5-709. Election laws apply - separate absentee ballots permitted. / Statute
text

Nothing in this part 7 prohibits the use and acceptance of separate paper ballots by absentee
voters.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 7 VOTING MACHINES /
1-13.5-709. Election laws apply - separate absentee ballots permitted. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 31, § 6, effective February 18.
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Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 8 ELECTRONIC VOTING
SYSTEMS

PART 8
ELECTRONIC VOTING SYSTEMS

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 8 ELECTRONIC VOTING
SYSTEMS / 1-13.5-801. Use of electronic voting system.

1-13.5-801. Use of electronic voting system.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 8 ELECTRONIC VOTING
SYSTEMS / 1-13.5-801. Use of electronic voting system. / Statute text

An electronic voting system may be used in any local government election if the governing
body authorizes its use.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 8 ELECTRONIC VOTING
SYSTEMS / 1-13.5-801. Use of electronic voting system. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 31, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 8 ELECTRONIC VOTING
SYSTEMS / 1-13.5-802. Sample ballots.

1-13.5-802. Sample ballots.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 8 ELECTRONIC VOTING
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SYSTEMS / 1-13.5-802. Sample ballots. / Statute text

Sample ballots shall be printed and in the form of the official ballot but on paper of a
different color from the official ballot. The designated election official shall provide that sample
ballots for each polling place are delivered to the election judges and posted in the polling place
on election day.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 8 ELECTRONIC VOTING
SYSTEMS / 1-13.5-802. Sample ballots. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 31, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 8 ELECTRONIC VOTING
SYSTEMS / 1-13.5-803. Ballots - electronic voting.

1-13.5-803. Ballots - electronic voting.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 8 ELECTRONIC VOTING
SYSTEMS / 1-13.5-803. Ballots - electronic voting. / Statute text

(1) Ballot pages or ballot cards placed upon voting devices shall be, so far as practicable, in
the same order of arrangement as provided for paper ballots; except that the pages or cards shall
be of the size and design required by the vote recorder or the electronic vote counting equipment,
as applicable, and may be printed on a number of separate pages that are placed on the voting
device or on one or more ballot cards.

(2) If votes are recorded on a ballot card, a separate write-in ballot may be provided, which
shall be in the form of a paper ballot on which the eligible elector may write in the titles of the
office and the names of persons not on the printed ballot for whom he or she wishes to vote.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 8 ELECTRONIC VOTING
SYSTEMS / 1-13.5-803. Ballots - electronic voting. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 31, § 6, effective February 18.
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Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 8 ELECTRONIC VOTING
SYSTEMS / 1-13.5-804. Preparation for use - electronic voting.

1-13.5-804. Preparation for use - electronic voting.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 8 ELECTRONIC VOTING
SYSTEMS / 1-13.5-804. Preparation for use - electronic voting. / Statute text

(1) Prior to an election in which an electronic voting system will be used, the designated
election official shall:

(a) Have the vote recorders or punching devices, or both, as applicable, prepared for voting;
and

(b) Inspect and determine that each recorder or device is in proper working order; and

(c) Cause a sufficient number of such recorders or devices to be delivered to each polling
place in which the electronic voting system is to be used.

(2) The designated election official shall supply each polling place in which vote recorders or
voting devices are to be used with a sufficient number of ballot cards, sample ballots, ballot
boxes, write-in ballots, if required, and other supplies and forms as may be required. Each ballot
card shall have a serially numbered stub attached, which the election judge shall remove before
the card is deposited in the ballot box.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 8 ELECTRONIC VOTING
SYSTEMS / 1-13.5-804. Preparation for use - electronic voting. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 31, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 8 ELECTRONIC VOTING
SYSTEMS / 1-13.5-805. Instructions to vote.

1-13.5-805. Instructions to vote.

© 2019 Matthew Bender & Company, Inc., a member of the LexisNexis Group. All rights reserved. Use of this product is subject to the

restrictions and terms and conditions of the Matthew Bender Master Agreement.

BACK TO TOP

BACK TO TOP




Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 8 ELECTRONIC VOTING
SYSTEMS / 1-13.5-805. Instructions to vote. / Statute text

In case any eligible elector, after commencing to vote, asks for further instructions
concerning the manner of voting, an election judge shall give such instructions to the elector; but
no judge or other election officer or person assisting such elector shall request, suggest, or seek
to persuade or induce any such elector to vote for any particular candidate or for or against any
particular ballot issue or ballot question. After receiving such instructions, the elector shall vote
as in the case of an unassisted voter.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 8 ELECTRONIC VOTING
SYSTEMS / 1-13.5-805. Instructions to vote. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 32, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 8 ELECTRONIC VOTING
SYSTEMS / 1-13.5-806. Ballots.

1-13.5-806. Ballots.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 8 ELECTRONIC VOTING
SYSTEMS / 1-13.5-806. Ballots. / Statute text

The designated election official shall provide sufficient ballots for every election in which an
electronic voting system is used.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 8 ELECTRONIC VOTING
SYSTEMS / 1-13.5-806. Ballots. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 32, § 6, effective February 18.
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Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 8 ELECTRONIC VOTING
SYSTEMS / 1-13.5-807. Distribution of ballots - receipt - filing.

1-13.5-807. Distribution of ballots - receipt - filing.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 8 ELECTRONIC VOTING
SYSTEMS / 1-13.5-807. Distribution of ballots - receipt - filing. / Statute text

In a local government election in which an electronic voting system is used, the designated
election official shall distribute to the election judges in the respective polling places a sufficient
number of ballots. The ballots must be placed in one or more sealed packages for each polling
place with marks on the outside of each stating clearly the polling place for which it is intended
and the number of ballots enclosed. Such package shall be delivered to one of the election judges
of such polling place no later than the day before the election. A receipt for the delivered ballots
must be given by the election judge who received them. The receipt must be filed with the
designated election official, who shall also keep a record of the time and manner in which each
of said packages was sent and delivered.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 8 ELECTRONIC VOTING
SYSTEMS / 1-13.5-807. Distribution of ballots - receipt - filing. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 32, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 8 ELECTRONIC VOTING
SYSTEMS / 1-13.5-808. Instruction cards - posting - content.

1-13.5-808. Instruction cards - posting - content.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 8 ELECTRONIC VOTING
SYSTEMS / 1-13.5-808. Instruction cards - posting - content. / Statute text

© 2019 Matthew Bender & Company, Inc., a member of the LexisNexis Group. All rights reserved. Use of this product is subject to the

restrictions and terms and conditions of the Matthew Bender Master Agreement.

BACK TO TOP

BACK TO TOP




(1) The designated election official shall furnish to the election judges of each polling place a
sufficient number of instruction cards to guide eligible electors in preparing their ballots. The
election judges shall post at least one card in each polling place on the day of election. The cards
shall be printed in large, clear type and contain full instructions to the elector as to what should
be done:

(a) To obtain a ballot for voting;
(b) To prepare the ballot for deposit in the ballot box;
(c) To obtain a new ballot in the place of one spoiled by accident or mistake; and

(d) To obtain assistance in marking ballots.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 8 ELECTRONIC VOTING
SYSTEMS / 1-13.5-808. Instruction cards - posting - content. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 32, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 8 ELECTRONIC VOTING
SYSTEMS / 1-13.5-809. Close of polls - ballot return - transfer box - delivery.

1-13.5-809. Close of polls - ballot return - transfer box - delivery.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 8 ELECTRONIC VOTING
SYSTEMS / 1-13.5-809. Close of polls - ballot return - transfer box - delivery. /
Statute text

(1) After the polls close, the election judges shall secure the vote recorders or the voting
devices, as applicable, against further use and prepare a ballot return in duplicate showing the
number of voters as indicated by the pollbook who have voted in the polling place, the number
of official ballot cards received, and the number of spoiled and unused ballot cards returned.

(2) The original copy of the ballot return prepared pursuant to subsection (1) of this section
shall be deposited in a durable transfer box along with all voted and spoiled ballots. The transfer
box shall then be sealed in such a way as to prevent tampering with the box or its contents, using
a numbered seal provided by the designated election official. One judge shall deliver the sealed
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transfer box to the counting center or other place identified by the designated election official.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 8 ELECTRONIC VOTING
SYSTEMS / 1-13.5-809. Close of polls - ballot return - transfer box - delivery. /
History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 33, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 8 ELECTRONIC VOTING
SYSTEMS / 1-13.5-810. Testing of electronic ballot counting equipment.

1-13.5-810. Testing of electronic ballot counting equipment.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 8 ELECTRONIC VOTING
SYSTEMS / 1-13.5-810. Testing of electronic ballot counting equipment. / Statute
text

(1) The designated election official shall have the electronic ballot counting equipment tested
pursuant to subsection (2) of this section to ascertain that it will accurately count the votes cast
for all offices and all measures.

(2) (a) The electronic ballot counting equipment shall be tested at least three times, once on
the day before the election, once just prior to the start of the count on election day, and finally at
the conclusion of the counting. The designated election official may conduct any additional tests
he or she deems necessary.

(b) The designated election official shall vote and retain at least twenty-five test ballots,
observe the tabulation of all test ballots by means of the electronic ballot counting equipment,
and compare the tabulation with the previously retained records of the test vote count. The cause
of any discrepancies shall be corrected prior to the actual vote tabulation.

(3) (a) All test materials, when not in use, must be kept in a secure location.

(b) After the final conclusion of the counting, all programs, test materials, and ballots must
be sealed and retained as provided for paper ballots.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
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AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 8 ELECTRONIC VOTING
SYSTEMS / 1-13.5-810. Testing of electronic ballot counting equipment. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 33, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 8 ELECTRONIC VOTING
SYSTEMS / 1-13.5-811. Electronic vote counting - procedure.

1-13.5-811. Electronic vote counting - procedure.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 8 ELECTRONIC VOTING
SYSTEMS / 1-13.5-811. Electronic vote counting - procedure. / Statute text

(1) All proceedings at the counting center must be under the direction of the designated
election official and must be conducted under the observation of watchers, so far as practicable;
but no unauthorized person may touch any ballot or ballot card or return. If any ballot is
damaged or defective so that it cannot properly be counted by the electronic vote counting
equipment, a true duplicate copy shall be made of the damaged ballot in the presence of two
election judges. The duplicate ballot must be substituted for the damaged ballot. All duplicate
ballots shall be clearly labeled as such and shall bear a serial number, which is recorded on the
damaged ballot.

(2) When certified by the designated election official, the return printed by the electronic
vote counting equipment, to which have been added write-in votes, constitutes the official return
of each polling place. The designated election official may from time to time release unofficial
returns. Upon completion of the count, the official returns are open to the public.

(3) Absentee ballots must be counted at the counting center in the same manner as ballots
voted at the polling place. Valid write-in votes may be counted at the polling place by the
election judges or at the counting center.

(4) If for any reason it becomes impracticable to count all or a part of the ballots with
electronic vote counting equipment, the designated election official may direct that the ballots be
counted manually, following as far as practicable the provisions governing the counting of paper
ballots.

(5) The receiving, opening, and preservation of the transfer boxes and their contents are the
responsibilities of the designated election official, who shall provide adequate personnel and
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facilities to assure accurate and complete election results. Any indication of tampering with the
ballots or ballot cards or other fraudulent action must be immediately reported to the district
attorney, who shall immediately investigate the action and report his or her findings within ten
days to the designated election official and, subject to prosecutorial discretion, shall prosecute to
the full extent of the law any person responsible for the fraudulent action. The conduct of local
government elections when electronic voting systems are used must follow, as nearly as
practicable, the conduct of general and primary elections when such systems are used.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 8 ELECTRONIC VOTING
SYSTEMS / 1-13.5-811. Electronic vote counting - procedure. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 34, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 8 ELECTRONIC VOTING
SYSTEMS / 1-13.5-812. Election laws pertaining to use of electronic voting
systems - separate absentee ballots permitted.

1-13.5-812. Election laws pertaining to use of electronic voting systems - separate
absentee ballots permitted.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 8 ELECTRONIC VOTING
SYSTEMS / 1-13.5-812. Election laws pertaining to use of electronic voting
systems - separate absentee ballots permitted. / Statute text

A local government may use the provisions of part 6 of article 5 of this title not inconsistent
with this article for elections conducted under this article in which electronic voting systems are
used in polling places. Nothing in this article prohibits the use of a separate paper ballot by
absentee voters.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 8 ELECTRONIC VOTING
SYSTEMS / 1-13.5-812. Election laws pertaining to use of electronic voting
systems - separate absentee ballots permitted. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 34, § 6, effective February 18.
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Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 9 PAPER BALLOTS

PART 9
PAPER BALLOTS

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 9 PAPER BALLOTS / 1-13.5-901.
Ballot boxes.

1-13.5-901. Ballot boxes.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 9 PAPER BALLOTS / 1-13.5-901.
Ballot boxes. / Statute text

The governing body of each local government using paper ballots shall provide at least one
ballot box for each polling place. Each ballot box shall be strongly constructed so as to prevent
tampering, with a small opening at the top and with a lid to be locked. The ballot boxes and keys
or seals shall be kept by the designated election official and delivered to the election judges
within one day immediately preceding any local government election, to be returned as provided
in section 1-13.5-614. Nothing in this section prevents the governing body from obtaining ballot
boxes from the office of the county clerk and recorder.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 9 PAPER BALLOTS / 1-13.5-901.
Ballot boxes. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 35, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 9 PAPER BALLOTS / 1-13.5-902.
Ballots and sample ballots - delivery - format.

1-13.5-902. Ballots and sample ballots - delivery - format.

© 2019 Matthew Bender & Company, Inc., a member of the LexisNexis Group. All rights reserved. Use of this product is subject to the

restrictions and terms and conditions of the Matthew Bender Master Agreement.

BACK TO TOP

BACK TO TOP




Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 9 PAPER BALLOTS / 1-13.5-902.
Ballots and sample ballots - delivery - format. / Statute text

(1) (a) The designated election official of each local government using paper ballots shall
provide printed ballots for the local government election. The official ballots shall be printed and
in the possession of the designated election official at least thirty days before the election.

(b) In addition to the requirements of paragraph (a) of this subsection (1), sample ballots
must be printed in the form of the official ballots and are subject to public inspection. The
sample ballots must be printed upon paper of a different color from the official ballots. Sample
ballots must be delivered to the election judges and posted with the instruction cards provided
under section 1-13.5-906.

(2) Every ballot must contain the names of all duly nominated candidates for the offices to be
voted for at that election, except those who have died or withdrawn, and the ballot must contain
no other names. The names of the candidates for each office must be printed on the ballot
without political party designation and without any title or degree designating the business or
profession of the candidate. The names must be arranged by lot by the designated election
official at any time prior to the certification of the ballot. The designated election official shall
notify the candidates of the time and place of the lot drawing.

(3) The ballots must be printed so as to give to each eligible elector a clear opportunity to
designate his or her choice of candidates, ballot issues, and ballot questions by a mark as
instructed. Words may be printed on the ballot that will aid the elector, such as "vote for not
more than one".

(4) At the end of the list of candidates for each different office, there must be one or more
blank spaces in which the elector may write the name of any eligible person not printed on the
ballot who has filed an affidavit of intent to be a write-in candidate pursuant to section
1-13.5-305. The number of spaces provided shall be the lesser of the number of eligible electors
who have properly filed an affidavit of intent to be a write-in candidate or the number of persons
to be elected to the office. No such blank spaces shall be provided if no eligible person properly
filed an affidavit of intent to be a write-in candidate.

(5) The names of the candidates for each office must be arranged under the designation of the
office. The designated election official shall not print, in connection with any name, any title or
degree designating the business or profession of the candidate. Each candidate's name may
include one nickname if the candidate regularly uses the nickname and the nickname does not
include any part of a political party name.

(6) If no candidate is duly nominated and no person properly files an affidavit of intent to be
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a write-in candidate for an office, the following text must appear under the designation of the
office: "There are no candidates for this office".

(7) (a) Whenever the approval of a ballot issue or ballot question is submitted to the vote of
the people, the ballot issue or question must be printed on the ballot following the lists of
candidates. Ballot issues and ballot questions must be listed in the following order, as applicable:
Issues to increase taxes, issues to increase debt, citizen petitions, and other referred measures.

(b) The ballot issue or question must be identified by the name of the local government
submitting the ballot issue or question followed by a letter.

(8) (a) The extreme top part of each ballot must be divided by two perforated or dotted lines
into two spaces, each of which must be not less than one inch in width, the top portion being
known as the stub and the next portion as the duplicate stub. Upon each of said stubs nothing is
to be printed except the number of the ballot, and the same number must be printed on both
stubs. Stubs and duplicate stubs of ballots must both be numbered consecutively. There must be
printed on the stub of an absentee ballot "Absentee Ballot Number [...]", and such stubs must be
numbered consecutively beginning with number one. All ballots must be uniform and of
sufficient length and width to allow for the names of candidates and the proposed questions to be
printed in clear, plain type with a space of at least one-half inch between the different columns
on said ballot. On each ballot must be printed the endorsement "official ballot for . . .", and after
the word "for" must follow the designation of the local government for which the ballot is
prepared, the date of the election, and a facsimile of the signature of the designated election
official. The ballot shall not contain any caption or other endorsement or number. Each
designated election official shall use precisely the same quality and tint of paper, the same kind
of type, and the same quality and tint of plain black ink for all ballots furnished by the
designated election official at one election.

(b) A duplicate stub is not required for a ballot that is prepared for an independent mail ballot
election pursuant to part 11 of this article.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 9 PAPER BALLOTS / 1-13.5-902.
Ballots and sample ballots - delivery - format. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 35, § 6, effective February 18. L.
2016: (8) amended, (HB 16-1442), ch. 313, p. 1268, § 8, effective August 10.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 9 PAPER BALLOTS / 1-13.5-903.
Correction of errors.
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1-13.5-903. Correction of errors.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 9 PAPER BALLOTS / 1-13.5-903.
Correction of errors. / Statute text

(1) The designated election official shall correct, without delay, any errors in publication or
in sample or official ballots that are discovered or brought to the official's attention and that can
be corrected without interfering with the timely distribution of the ballots.

(2) If it appears by verified petition of a candidate or the candidate's agent submitted to any
district court that an error or omission occurred in the publication of the names or description of
the candidates or in the printing of sample or official election ballots and the error has been
brought to the attention of the designated election official and not been corrected, the court shall
issue an order requiring the designated election official to correct the error immediately or to
show cause why the error should not be corrected. Costs, including reasonable attorney fees,
may be assessed in the discretion of the court against either party.

(3) If, before the date set for election, a duly nominated candidate withdraws by filing an
affidavit of withdrawal with the designated election official, or dies and the fact of the death
becomes known to the designated election official before the ballots are printed, the name of the
candidate will not be printed on the ballots. If the ballots are already printed, the votes cast for
the withdrawn or deceased candidate are invalid and will not be counted.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 9 PAPER BALLOTS / 1-13.5-903.
Correction of errors. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 36, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 9 PAPER BALLOTS / 1-13.5-904.
Printing and distribution of ballots.

1-13.5-904. Printing and distribution of ballots.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 9 PAPER BALLOTS / 1-13.5-904.
Printing and distribution of ballots. / Statute text

In local government elections in which paper ballots are used, the designated election official
shall cause to be printed or copied and distributed to the election judges in each respective
polling place a sufficient number of ballots. The ballots shall be sent in one or more sealed
packages for each polling place, with marks on the outside of each clearly stating the polling
place for which it is intended and the number of ballots enclosed. The packages must be
delivered to one of the election judges of each polling place no later than the day before the
election. The election judge who receives the ballots thus delivered shall give receipt for them,
which receipt must be filed with the designated election official, who shall also keep a record of
the time and manner in which each of said packages was sent and delivered. The election judge
receiving the package shall produce the same, with the seal unbroken, in the proper polling place
at the opening of the polls on election day and, in the presence of all election judges for the
polling place, shall open the package.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 9 PAPER BALLOTS / 1-13.5-904.
Printing and distribution of ballots. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 37, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 9 PAPER BALLOTS / 1-13.5-905.
Substitute ballots.

1-13.5-905. Substitute ballots.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 9 PAPER BALLOTS / 1-13.5-905.
Substitute ballots. / Statute text

If the ballots to be furnished to any election judge are not delivered by 8 p.m. on the day
before election day, or if after delivery they are destroyed or stolen, the designated election
official shall see that other ballots are prepared, as nearly in the form prescribed as practicable,
with the word "substitute" printed in brackets immediately under the facsimile signature of the
designated election official. Upon receipt of the substitute ballots, accompanied by a written and
sworn statement of the designated election official that the same have been so prepared and

furnished by him or her and that the original ballots were not received or were destroyed or
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stolen, the election judges shall use the substitute ballots at the election. If for any cause none of
the official ballots or substitute ballots prepared by the designated election official are ready for
distribution at any polling place, or if the supply of ballots is exhausted before the polls are
closed, unofficial ballots, printed or written, made as nearly as possible in the form of the official
ballots, may be used until substitutes prepared by the designated election official are printed and
delivered.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 9 PAPER BALLOTS / 1-13.5-905.
Substitute ballots. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 37, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 9 PAPER BALLOTS / 1-13.5-906.
Instruction cards - content.

1-13.5-906. Instruction cards - content.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 9 PAPER BALLOTS / 1-13.5-906.
Instruction cards - content. / Statute text

(1) The designated election official shall furnish to the election judges of each polling place a
sufficient number of instruction cards to guide electors in preparing their ballots. The election
judges shall post at least one card in each polling place on the day of the election. Such cards
shall be printed in large, clear type and contain full instructions to the electors about how to:

(a) Obtain ballots for voting;
(b) Prepare the ballot for deposit in the ballot box;
(c) Obtain a new ballot in the place of one spoiled by accident or mistake; and

(d) Obtain assistance in marking ballots.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 9 PAPER BALLOTS / 1-13.5-906.
Instruction cards - content. / History
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Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 38, § 6, effective February
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Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 10 ABSENTEE VOTING

PART 10
ABSENTEE VOTING

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 10 ABSENTEE VOTING /
1-13.5-1001. When absentee electors may vote.

1-13.5-1001. When absentee electors may vote.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 10 ABSENTEE VOTING /
1-13.5-1001. When absentee electors may vote. / Statute text

Any eligible elector of a local government may cast an absentee voter's ballot at the election
in the manner provided in sections 1-13.5-1002 to 1-13.5-1007.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 10 ABSENTEE VOTING /
1-13.5-1001. When absentee electors may vote. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 38, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 10 ABSENTEE VOTING /
1-13.5-1001. When absentee electors may vote. / Annotations

ANNOTATION

Annotator's note. The following annotations include a case decided under former provisions similar
to this section.

The provision for absentee voting is constitutional. Bullington v. Grabow, 88 Colo. 561, 298 P.
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1059 (1931).

The provision for absentee voting was enacted for the purpose of procuring a fuller
expression of the public will at the ballot box. Bullington v. Grabow, 88 Colo. 561, 298 P. 1059
(1931).

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 10 ABSENTEE VOTING /
1-13.5-1002. Application for absentee voter's ballot - delivery - list.

1-13.5-1002. Application for absentee voter's ballot - delivery - list.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 10 ABSENTEE VOTING /
1-13.5-1002. Application for absentee voter's ballot - delivery - list. / Statute text

(1) (a) (I) Requests for an application for an absentee voter's ballot may be made orally or in
writing. The application may be in the form of a letter. The application may request that the
applicant be added to the permanent absentee voter list for the local government.

(IT) Applications for absentee voters' ballots shall be filed in writing and be personally signed
by the applicant or a family member related by blood, marriage, civil union, or adoption to the
applicant. If the applicant is unable to sign the application, the applicant shall make such
applicant's mark on the application, which must be witnessed in writing by another person.

(b) The application must be filed with the designated election official not later than the close
of business on the Tuesday immediately preceding the next local government election in which
the absentee voter wishes to vote by absentee voter's ballot.

(2) (a) Upon timely receipt of an application for an absentee voter's ballot, the designated
election official receiving it shall examine the records of the county clerk and recorder or county
assessor, as appropriate, to ascertain whether or not the applicant is registered and lawfully
entitled to vote as requested.

(b) If the person is found to be so entitled, the designated election official shall deliver, as
soon as practicable but not more than seventy-two hours after the blank ballots have been
received, an official absentee voter's ballot, an identification return envelope with the affidavit or
the envelope properly filled in as to address of residence as shown by the records of the county
clerk and recorder, and an instruction card. The identification return envelope must state "Do not
forward. Address correction requested.”" or any other similar statement that is in accordance with
United States postal service regulations. The delivery must be made to the applicant either
personally in the designated election official's office or by mail to the mailing address given in
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the application for an official absentee voter's ballot.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 10 ABSENTEE VOTING /
1-13.5-1002. Application for absentee voter's ballot - delivery - list. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 38, § 6, effective February 18. L.
2016: (1)(b) and (2)(b) amended, (HB 16-1442), ch. 313, p. 1268, § 9, effective August 10.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 10 ABSENTEE VOTING /
1-13.5-1002. Application for absentee voter's ballot - delivery - list. / Annotations

ANNOTATION

Annotator's note. The following annotations include cases decided under former provisions similar
to this section.

Absentee voter statutes must be strictly construed, and a voter who wishes to cast such a ballot
must comply exactly with all applicable statutory requirements. Jardon v. Meadowbrook-Fairview Metro.
Dist., 190 Colo. 528, 549 P.2d 762 (1976).

Findings that voters came within the application requirements not disturbed on review. Israel
v. Wood, 98 Colo. 495, 56 P.2d 1324 (1936).

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 10 ABSENTEE VOTING /
1-13.5-1003. Application for permanent absentee voter status.

1-13.5-1003. Application for permanent absentee voter status.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 10 ABSENTEE VOTING /
1-13.5-1003. Application for permanent absentee voter status. / Statute text

(1) Any eligible elector of a political subdivision may apply for permanent absentee voter
status. The application for permanent absentee voter status must be made in writing or by
facsimile using an application form or letter furnished by the designated election official of the
political subdivision. The application must contain the same information submitted in connection
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with an application for an absentee voter's ballot pursuant to section 1-13.5-1002.

(2) Upon receipt of an application for permanent absentee voter status, the designated
election official shall process the application in the same manner as an application for an
absentee voter's ballot. If the designated election official determines that the applicant is an
eligible elector, the designated election official shall place the eligible elector's name on the list
maintained by the political subdivision pursuant to section 1-13.5-1004 of those eligible electors
to whom an absentee voter's ballot is mailed every time there is an election conducted by the
political subdivision for which the eligible elector has requested permanent absentee voter status.

(3) If there is no designated election official presently appointed in the local government, the
secretary of the local government shall process the application for permanent absentee status in
accordance with subsections (1) and (2) of this section.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 10 ABSENTEE VOTING /
1-13.5-1003. Application for permanent absentee voter status. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 39, § 6, effective February 18. L.
2016: (3) added, (HB 16-1442), ch. 313, p. 1269, § 10, effective August 10.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 10 ABSENTEE VOTING /
1-13.5-1004. List of absentee voters' ballots - removal from list.

1-13.5-1004. List of absentee voters' ballots - removal from list.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 10 ABSENTEE VOTING /
1-13.5-1004. List of absentee voters' ballots - removal from list. / Statute text

(1) The designated election official shall keep a list of names of eligible electors who have
applied for absentee voters' ballots and of those permanent absentee voters placed on the list
pursuant to section 1-13.5-1003 (2), with the date on which each application was made, the date
on which the absentee voter's ballot was sent, and the date on which each absentee voter's ballot
was returned. If an absentee voter's ballot is not returned, or if it is rejected and not counted, that
fact must be noted on the list. The list is open to public inspection under proper regulations.

(2) (a) An eligible elector whose name appears on the list as a permanent absentee voter must

remain on the list and must be mailed an absentee voter's ballot for each election conducted by
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the political subdivision for which the eligible elector has requested permanent absentee voter
status.

(b) An eligible elector must be deleted from the permanent absentee voter list if:

(I) The eligible elector notifies the designated election official that he or she no longer
wishes to vote by absentee voter's ballot;

(IT) The absentee voter's ballot sent to the eligible elector is returned to the designated
election official as undeliverable;

(IIT) The eligible elector has been deemed "Inactive" pursuant to section 1-2-605; or
(IV) The person is no longer eligible to vote in the political subdivision.

(3) The designated election official shall keep a list of the names of eligible electors applying
for an absentee voter's ballot, the number appearing on the stub of the ballot issued to such
eligible elector, and the date the ballot is delivered or mailed. This information may be recorded
on the registration record or registration list before the registration book or list is delivered to the
election judges. A separate list of the eligible electors who have received absentee voter's ballots
must be delivered to the election judges in the polling place designated for counting absentee
voter's ballots, or, if the designated election official elects to deliver absentee voters' envelopes
received from electors to the election judges of such polling place, as provided by section
1-13.5-1006, a separate list of the eligible electors who have received absentee voter's ballots
must be delivered to the election judges of each such polling place.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 10 ABSENTEE VOTING /
1-13.5-1004. List of absentee voters' ballots - removal from list. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 39, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 10 ABSENTEE VOTING /
1-13.5-1005. Self-affirmation on return envelope.

1-13.5-1005. Self-affirmation on return envelope.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 10 ABSENTEE VOTING /
1-13.5-1005. Self-affirmation on return envelope. / Statute text
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(1) The return envelope for an absentee voter's ballot must have printed on its face a
self-affirmation substantially in the form provided in section 1-13.5-605 (1).

(2) If applicable, the self-affirmation provided in section 1-13.5-605 (2) may be substituted
for the self-affirmation in section 1-13.5-605 (1).

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 10 ABSENTEE VOTING /
1-13.5-1005. Self-affirmation on return envelope. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 40, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 10 ABSENTEE VOTING /
1-13.5-1006. Manner of absentee voting by paper ballot.

1-13.5-1006. Manner of absentee voting by paper ballot.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 10 ABSENTEE VOTING /
1-13.5-1006. Manner of absentee voting by paper ballot. / Statute text

(1) Any eligible elector applying for and receiving an absentee voter's ballot, in casting the
ballot, shall make and subscribe to the self-affirmation on the return envelope. The voter shall
then mark the ballot. The voter shall fold the ballot so as to conceal the marking, deposit it in the
return envelope, and seal the envelope securely. The envelope may be delivered personally or
mailed by the voter to the designated election official issuing the ballot. It is permissible for a
voter to deliver the ballot to any person of the voter's own choice or to any duly authorized agent
of the designated election official for mailing or personal delivery to the designated election
official. To be counted, all envelopes containing absentee voter's ballots must be in the hands of
the designated election official or an election judge for the local government not later than 7 p.m.
on election day.

(2) Upon receipt of an absentee voter's ballot, the designated election official or an election
judge shall write or stamp on the envelope containing the ballot the date and hour that the
envelope was received and, if the ballot was delivered in person, the name and address of the
person delivering the same. The designated election official or election judge shall safely keep
and preserve all absentee voter's ballots unopened until the time prescribed for delivery to the
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judges as provided in section 1-13.5-1008.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 10 ABSENTEE VOTING /
1-13.5-1006. Manner of absentee voting by paper ballot. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 40, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 10 ABSENTEE VOTING /
1-13.5-1006. Manner of absentee voting by paper ballot. / Annotations

ANNOTATION

Analysis

I. General Consideration.
II. Casting Absentee Ballots.
II1. Duty of Election Official.

I. GENERAL CONSIDERATION.

Annotator's note. The following annotations include cases decided under former provisions similar
to this section.

Statutory requirement that state reimburse counties for costs associated with an increased
level of service found in § 29-1-304.5 (1) inapplicable to requirement in subsection (1)(a) of this
section that counties must provide drop-off boxes for mail-in ballots at every polling place on
election day, notwithstanding that this increase in service may create additional costs to the
county. Statute requiring that the costs of conducting an election be a county charge, § 1-5-505 (1), is in
irreconcilable conflict with § 29-1-304.5 (1). However, § 1-5-505 (1), which pertains only to election
funding, is more specific than § 29-1-304.5 (1), which broadly applies its reimbursement requirement to
most existing state programs. Although § 29-1-304.5 (1) was adopted after § 1-5-505 (1), there is no
manifest intent that it should prevail in a conflict with the other statute. Rather, the intent of the legislature
was to prioritize citizens' access to free and fair elections over convenience or cost savings to counties.
Thus, § 1-5-505 (1) should prevail over § 29-1-304.5 (1), making the unfunded mandate requirement
inapplicable to the requirement of this section that counties provide drop-off boxes for mail-in ballots at
every polling place on election day. Gessler v. Doty, 2012 COA 4, 272 P.3d 1131.

Il. CASTING ABSENTEE BALLOTS.

A voter wishing to cast an absentee vote must comply with all the statutory demands, and the
power of the board of elections is held within those lines. Bullington v. Grabow, 88 Colo. 561, 298 P. 1059
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(1931).

Absentee voting is in derogation of the general election law and should be strictly construed.
Bullington v. Grabow, 88 Colo. 561, 298 P. 1059 (1931).

For a strict construction of prescribed procedures is necessary to safeguard the exercise of the
elective franchise. Bullington v. Grabow, 88 Colo. 561, 298 P. 1059 (1931).

And the general assembly undoubtedly intended that a voter be held to a strict performance
of the prescribed absentee voting procedures. Bullington v. Grabow, 88 Colo. 561, 298 P. 1059
(1931).

Thus, execution by a voter of the affidavit is a mandatory precedent to the right to so vote, and
if not furnished, the ballot should not be counted. Bullington v. Grabow, 88 Colo. 561, 298 P. 1059 (1931).

However, objection to method of casting vote not considered where vote not mentioned in
statement of contest. Israel v. Wood, 98 Colo. 495, 56 P.2d 1324 (1936).

lll. DUTY OF ELECTION OFFICIAL.

Voter cannot be disenfranchised for clerk's mistake. A voter who has performed every act
required of him cannot be disenfranchised because of irregularities or mistakes of the county clerk.
Kellogg v. Hickman, 12 Colo. 256, 21 P. 325 (1888); Lehman v. Pettingell, 39 Colo. 258, 89 P. 48 (1907);
Bullington v. Grabow, 88 Colo. 561, 298 P. 1059 (1931).

Election officials are presumed to comply with the law. Bullington v. Grabow, 88 Colo. 561, 298
P. 1059 (1931).

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 10 ABSENTEE VOTING /
1-13.5-1007. Absentee voters' voting machines - electronic voting systems.

1-13.5-1007. Absentee voters' voting machines - electronic voting systems.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 10 ABSENTEE VOTING /
1-13.5-1007. Absentee voters' voting machines - electronic voting systems. /
Statute text

(1) Any local government using voting machines in a local government election may provide
one or more machines in the designated election official's office for the use of qualified
applicants for absentee voters' ballots. If such machines are provided, they must be available
from twelve days prior to the election until the close of business on the Friday immediately
preceding the election. Votes on the machines must be cast and counted in the same manner as
votes would be cast and counted on a voting machine in a polling place on election day. The
designated election official shall supervise the casting and counting of absentee voters' ballots on
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the machines. The machines shall remain locked and the tabulation of the votes cast must remain
unknown until election day.

(2) Any local government using an electronic voting system may provide such system for the
use of qualified applicants for absentee voters' ballots. Such system must be available from
twelve days prior to the election until the close of business on the Friday immediately preceding
the election. Votes cast using such system must be cast in the same manner as votes would be
cast in a polling place on election day. The designated election official shall supervise the
casting and counting of absentee voters' ballots using such system.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 10 ABSENTEE VOTING /
1-13.5-1007. Absentee voters' voting machines - electronic voting systems. /
History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 41, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 10 ABSENTEE VOTING /
1-13.5-1008. Delivery to judges.

1-13.5-1008. Delivery to judges.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 10 ABSENTEE VOTING /
1-13.5-1008. Delivery to judges. / Statute text

Not later than 8:30 a.m. on the day of any local government election, the designated election
official shall deliver to the election judges of one of the polling places of the local government,
which polling place shall be selected by the designated election official, all the absentee voters'
ballot envelopes received up to that time, in sealed packages. The designated election official
shall take a receipt for the packages, together with the list of absentee voters, or, in the
designated election official's discretion, the designated election official may elect to deliver the
absentee voters' envelopes received from electors and the list of absentee voters to the election
judges of the polling place. The designated election official shall continue to deliver any
envelopes that are received thereafter during that day up to and including 7 p.m. On the sealed
packages must be printed or written, "This package contains . . . (number) absentee voters'
ballots." With the envelopes, the designated election official shall deliver to one of the election
judges all the books, records, and supplies as are needed for tabulating, recording, and certifying
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said absentee voters' ballots.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 10 ABSENTEE VOTING /
1-13.5-1008. Delivery to judges. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 41, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 10 ABSENTEE VOTING /
1-13.5-1009. Casting and counting absentee voters' ballots.

1-13.5-1009. Casting and counting absentee voters' ballots.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 10 ABSENTEE VOTING /
1-13.5-1009. Casting and counting absentee voters' ballots. / Statute text

If the self-affirmation on the envelope containing an absentee voter's ballot is properly sworn
to, one of the election judges shall tear open the voter's identification envelope in the presence of
a majority of the judges without defacing the self-affirmation printed thereon or mutilating the
enclosed ballot. One of the election judges shall verify the name of the eligible elector and ballot
number issued to such elector and carefully remove the stub from the ballot. The ballot must then
be cast and counted in the same manner as if the absentee voter had been present in person;
except that one of the judges shall deposit the ballot in the ballot box without unfolding it. The
absentee vote must be counted and certified separately from the votes of the polling place where
it is counted.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 10 ABSENTEE VOTING /
1-13.5-1009. Casting and counting absentee voters' ballots. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 42, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 10 ABSENTEE VOTING /

1-13.5-1010. Challenge of absentee voters' ballots - rejection - record.
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1-13.5-1010. Challenge of absentee voters' ballots - rejection - record.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 10 ABSENTEE VOTING /
1-13.5-1010. Challenge of absentee voters' ballots - rejection - record. / Statute
text

(1) The vote of any absentee voter may be challenged in the same manner as other votes are
challenged, and the election judges may determine the legality of such ballot. If the challenge is
sustained or if the judges determine that the self-affirmation accompanying the absentee voter's
ballot is insufficient or that the voter is not an eligible elector, the envelope containing the ballot
of the voter shall not be opened, and the judges shall endorse on the back of the envelope the
reason for rejection. When it is made to appear to the election judges by sufficient proof that any
absentee voter who has marked and forwarded a ballot has died, the envelope containing the
ballot of the deceased voter shall not be opened, and the judges shall make proper notation on the
back of such envelope. If an absentee voter's envelope contains more than one marked ballot,
none of the ballots in that envelope may be counted, and the judges shall note on the envelope
the reason that the ballots were not counted. If an absentee voter's envelope does not contain all
pages of a ballot, only the marked and returned pages shall be counted. Election judges shall
certify in their returns the number of absentee voter's ballots cast and counted and the number of
such ballots rejected.

(2) All absentee voters' envelopes, ballot stubs, and absentee voters' ballots rejected by the
election judges in accordance with subsection (1) of this section must be returned to the
designated election official. All absentee voters' ballots received by the designated election
official after 7 p.m. on the day of the election, together with those rejected and returned by the
election judges as provided in this section, must remain in the sealed identification envelopes.

(3) If an absentee voter's ballot is not returned or if it is rejected and not counted, the fact
shall be noted on the record kept by the designated election official. Such record is open to
public inspection under proper regulations.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 10 ABSENTEE VOTING /
1-13.5-1010. Challenge of absentee voters' ballots - rejection - record. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 42, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
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AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 10 ABSENTEE VOTING /
1-13.5-1011. Emergency absentee voting - definition.

1-13.5-1011. Emergency absentee voting - definition.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 10 ABSENTEE VOTING /
1-13.5-1011. Emergency absentee voting - definition. / Statute text

(1) (a) If an eligible elector is confined in a hospital or at his or her place of residence on
election day because of conditions arising after the closing day for absentee voters' ballot
applications, he or she may request, by a written statement signed by him or her, that the
designated election official send him or her an emergency absentee voter's ballot. The designated
election official shall deliver the emergency absentee voter's ballot, with the word "emergency"
stamped or written on the stubs of the ballot, at his or her office, during the regular hours of
business, to any authorized representative of the elector possessing a written statement from the
voter's physician, physician assistant authorized under section 12-240-107 (6), advanced practice
nurse, or nurse practitioner that the voter will be confined in a hospital or his or her place of
residence on election day. The authorized representative shall acknowledge receipt of the
emergency absentee voter's ballot with his or her signature, name, and address.

(b) For purposes of this subsection (1), "authorized representative" means a person
possessing a written statement from the elector containing the elector's signature, name, and
address and requesting that the elector's emergency absentee voter's ballot be given to the
authorized person as identified by name and address.

(2) A request for an emergency absentee voter's ballot under this section shall be made, and
the ballot shall be returned, to the designated election official's office no later than 7 p.m. on
election day.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 10 ABSENTEE VOTING /
1-13.5-1011. Emergency absentee voting - definition. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 42, § 6, effective February 18. L.
2016: (1)(a) amended, (SB 16-158), ch. 204, p. 720, § 2, effective August 10. L. 2019: (1)(a)
amended, (HB 19-1172), ch. 136, p. 1642, § 4, effective October 1.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
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AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 10 ABSENTEE VOTING /
1-13.5-1011. Emergency absentee voting - definition. / Annotations

Cross references: For the legislative declaration in SB 16-158, see section 1 of chapter 204,

Session Laws of Colorado 2016.
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Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 11 INDEPENDENT MAIL BALLOT
ELECTIONS

PART 11
INDEPENDENT MAIL BALLOT ELECTIONS

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 11 INDEPENDENT MAIL BALLOT
ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-1101. Independent mail ballot elections.

1-13.5-1101. Independent mail ballot elections.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 11 INDEPENDENT MAIL BALLOT
ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-1101. Independent mail ballot elections. / Statute text

Any local government may conduct an independent mail ballot election utilizing the
procedures in this part 11.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 11 INDEPENDENT MAIL BALLOT
ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-1101. Independent mail ballot elections. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 43, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 11 INDEPENDENT MAIL BALLOT
ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-1102. Definitions.

1-13.5-1102. Definitions.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 11 INDEPENDENT MAIL BALLOT
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ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-1102. Definitions. / Statute text

As used in this part 11, unless the context otherwise requires:

(1) "Independent mail ballot election" means a mail ballot election that the governing body
of a local government determines will not be coordinated by the county clerk and recorder.

(2) "Mail ballot packet" means the packet of information provided by the designated election
official to eligible electors in the independent mail ballot election. The packet includes the ballot,
instructions for completing the ballot, a secrecy envelope, and a return envelope.

(3) "Publication" means one-time printing in a newspaper of general circulation in the local
government or proposed special district if there is such a newspaper, or, if not, in a newspaper in
the county in which the local government or proposed special district is or will be located. For a
local government with territory in more than one county, if there is no newspaper of general
circulation in the local government, "publication" means the one-time printing in a newspaper of
general circulation in each county in which the local government is located and in which fifty or
more eligible electors of the local government resides.

(4) "Return envelope" means an envelope that is printed with spaces for the name and
address of, and a self-affirmation substantially in the form described in section 1-13.5-605 (1) to
be signed by, an eligible elector voting in an independent mail ballot election, into which
envelope must fit a secrecy envelope. A return envelope must be designed to allow election
officials, upon examining the signature, name, and address on the outside of the envelope, to
determine whether the enclosed ballot is being submitted by an eligible elector who has not
previously voted in that particular election.

(5) "Secrecy envelope" means the envelope or sleeve used for an independent mail ballot
election that contains the eligible elector's ballot for the election and that is designed to conceal
and maintain the confidentiality of the elector's vote until the counting of votes for that particular
election.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 11 INDEPENDENT MAIL BALLOT
ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-1102. Definitions. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 43, § 6, effective February 18. L.
2016: (1) amended, (HB 16-1442), ch. 313, p. 1269, § 11, effective August 10.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 11 INDEPENDENT MAIL BALLOT
ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-1103. Independent mail ballot elections - optional -
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cooperation with county clerk and recorder permitted - exception.

1-13.5-1103. Independent mail ballot elections - optional - cooperation with county
clerk and recorder permitted - exception.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 11 INDEPENDENT MAIL BALLOT
ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-1103. Independent mail ballot elections - optional -
cooperation with county clerk and recorder permitted - exception. / Statute text

(1) If the governing body of any local government determines that an election shall be by
independent mail ballot, the designated election official for the local government shall conduct
the election by mail ballot pursuant to this part 11.

(2) Nothing in this part 11 requires that any election be conducted by mail ballot.

(3) Notwithstanding the fact that an independent mail ballot election is an election that is not
coordinated by a county clerk and recorder, the designated election official of a local
government and the county clerk and recorder may, by agreement, cooperate on any election
procedure or notice.

(4) Notwithstanding any provision of this article to the contrary, the designated election
official of a local government shall mail a ballot to every eligible elector of the local government
who resides within the boundaries of the local government and who is a covered voter, as that
term is defined in section 1-8.3-102, for any election conducted under this article.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 11 INDEPENDENT MAIL BALLOT
ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-1103. Independent mail ballot elections - optional -
cooperation with county clerk and recorder permitted - exception. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 44, § 6, effective February 18. L.
2016: (4) amended, (HB 16-1442), ch. 313, p. 1269, § 12, effective August 10.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 11 INDEPENDENT MAIL BALLOT
ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-1104. Preelection process - notification of independent mail
ballot election - plan required - duties of designated election official.

1-13.5-1104. Preelection process - notification of independent mail ballot election - plan
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required - duties of designated election official.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 11 INDEPENDENT MAIL BALLOT
ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-1104. Preelection process - notification of independent mail
ballot election - plan required - duties of designated election official. / Statute text

(1) The designated election official responsible for conducting an election that is to be by
independent mail ballot pursuant to this part 11 shall, no later than fifty-five days prior to the
election, have on file at the principal office of the local government or designated election
official a plan for conducting the independent mail ballot election. The plan is a public record.

(2) The designated election official shall supervise the distributing, handling, and counting of
ballots and the survey of returns, and shall take the necessary steps to protect the confidentiality
of the ballots cast and the integrity of the election.

(3) No elector information may be delivered to an elector in the form of a sample ballot.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 11 INDEPENDENT MAIL BALLOT
ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-1104. Preelection process - notification of independent mail
ballot election - plan required - duties of designated election official. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 44, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 11 INDEPENDENT MAIL BALLOT
ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-1105. Procedures for conducting independent mail ballot
election.

1-13.5-1105. Procedures for conducting independent mail ballot election.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 11 INDEPENDENT MAIL BALLOT
ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-1105. Procedures for conducting independent mail ballot
election. / Statute text

(1) Official ballots must be prepared and all other preelection procedures followed as
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otherwise provided by law; except that mail ballot packets must be prepared in accordance with
this part 11.

(2) (a) Except for coordinated elections conducted pursuant to an intergovernmental
agreement as a mail ballot election where the county clerk and recorder is the coordinated
election official under the "Uniform Election Code of 1992", articles 1 to 13 of this title, no later
than thirty days prior to election day, the county clerk and recorder in which the local
government is located shall submit to the designated election official conducting the independent
mail ballot election a complete preliminary list of registered electors. For special district
independent mail ballot elections, the county clerk and recorder and county assessor of each
county in which a special district is located shall certify and submit to the designated election
official a property owners list and a list of registered electors residing within the affected district.

(b) Not later than twenty days prior to election day, the county clerk and recorder and, if
appropriate, county assessor, required to submit a preliminary list in accordance with paragraph
(a) of this subsection (2) shall submit to the designated election official a supplemental list of the
names of eligible electors or property owners who registered to vote on or before twenty-two
days prior to the election and whose names were not included on the preliminary list.

(c) All registered electors' names and property owners lists provided to a designated election
official under this section shall include the last mailing address of each elector.

(d) (I) No later than twenty days before an election, the designated election official, or the
coordinated election official if so provided by an intergovernmental agreement, shall provide
notice by publication of an independent mail ballot election conducted pursuant to this article,
which notice shall state, as applicable for the particular election for which the notice is provided,
the information set forth in section 1-13.5-502.

(IT) The notice required to be given by this paragraph (d) is in lieu of the notice requirements
set forth in section 1-13.5-502.

(3) Subsequent to the preparation of ballots, but prior to the mailing required under
subsection (4) of this section, a designated election official shall provide a mail ballot to an
eligible elector requesting the ballot at the office designated in the mail ballot plan.

(4) (a) Not sooner than twenty-two days before an election, and no later than fifteen days
before an election, the designated election official shall mail to each active registered elector, at
the last mailing address appearing in the registration records and in accordance with United
States postal service regulations, a mail ballot packet marked "Do not forward. Address
correction requested.", or any other similar statement that is in accordance with United States
postal service regulations.

(b) The ballot or ballot label must contain the following warning:

Warning:
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Any person who, by use of force or other means, unduly influences an eligible elector
to vote in any particular manner or to refrain from voting, or who falsely makes,
alters, forges, or counterfeits any mail ballot before or after it has been cast, or
who destroys, defaces, mutilates, or tampers with a ballot is subject, upon
conviction, to imprisonment, or to a fine, or both.

(¢) (I) The return envelope must have printed on it a self-affirmation substantially in the form
provided in section 1-13.5-605 (1).

(IT) The signing of the self-affirmation on the return envelope constitutes an affirmation by
the eligible elector to whom the ballot was provided, under penalty of perjury, that the facts
stated in the self-affirmation are true. If the eligible elector is unable to sign, the eligible elector
may affirm by making a mark on the self-affirmation, with or without assistance, that is
witnessed by another person who signs as witness where indicated on the return envelope.

(IIT) Repealed.

(d) Not sooner than twenty-two days prior to election day, and until 7 p.m. on election day,
mail ballots must be made available at the office designated in the mail ballot plan for eligible
electors who are not listed or who are listed as "Inactive" on the county voter registration records
or, for special district independent mail ballot elections, not listed on the property owners list or
the registration list but who are authorized to vote pursuant to section 1-13.5-202 or other
applicable law.

(e) (I) An eligible elector may obtain a replacement ballot if his or her original ballot was
destroyed, spoiled, lost, or for any other reason not received by the eligible elector. An eligible
elector may obtain a ballot if a mail ballot packet was not sent to the elector because the
eligibility of the elector could not be determined at the time the mail ballot packets were mailed.
In order to obtain a ballot, the eligible elector must sign a sworn statement specifying the reason
for requesting the ballot, which statement must be presented to the designated election official no
later than 7 p.m. on election day. The designated election official shall keep a record of each
ballot issued in accordance with this paragraph (e) with a list of each ballot obtained pursuant to
paragraph (d) of this subsection (4).

(IT) A designated election official or election judge shall not transmit a mail ballot packet
under this paragraph (e) unless a sworn statement requesting the ballot is received on or before
election day. A ballot may be transmitted directly to the eligible elector requesting the ballot at
the office designated in the mail ballot plan or may be mailed to the eligible elector at the
address provided in the sworn statement. Such ballots may be cast no later than 7 p.m. on
election day.

(5) (a) Upon receipt of a ballot, the eligible elector shall mark the ballot, sign and complete
the self-affirmation on the return envelope, and comply with the instructions provided with the
ballot.
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(b) The eligible elector may return the marked ballot to the designated election official by
United States mail or by depositing the ballot at the office of the official or any place identified
in the mail ballot plan by the designated election official. The ballot must be returned in the
return envelope. If an eligible elector returns the ballot by mail, the elector must provide postage.
The ballot must be received at the office identified in the mail ballot plan or an identified
depository, which must remain open until 7 p.m. on election day. The depository must be
identified by the designated election official and located in a secure place under the supervision
of the designated election official, an election judge, or another person named by the designated
election official.

(6) Once the ballot is returned, an election judge shall first qualify the submitted ballot by
comparing the information on the return envelope with the registration records and property
owners list, as applicable, to determine whether the ballot was submitted by an eligible elector
who has not previously voted in the election. If the ballot qualifies and is otherwise valid, the
election judge shall indicate in the pollbook that the eligible elector cast a ballot and deposit the
ballot in an official ballot box.

(7) All deposited ballots shall be counted as provided in this part 11. A mail ballot is valid
and shall be counted only if it is returned in the return envelope, the self-affirmation on the
return envelope is signed and completed by the eligible elector to whom the ballot was issued,
and the information on the return envelope is verified in accordance with subsection (6) of this
section. Mail ballots shall be counted in the same manner as provided by section 1-13.5-609 for
counting paper ballots or section 1-13.5-708 or 1-13.5-811 for counting electronic ballots. If the
election judge or designated election official determines that an eligible elector to whom a
replacement ballot has been issued has voted more than once, the first ballot returned by the
elector shall be considered the elector's official ballot. Rejected ballots shall be handled in the
same manner as provided in section 1-13.5-1010.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 11 INDEPENDENT MAIL BALLOT
ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-1105. Procedures for conducting independent mail ballot
election. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 45, § 6, effective February 18. L.
2016: (3), (4)(d), (4)(e)(IT), and (5)(b) amended, (SB 16-142), ch. 173, p. 589, § 73, effective
May 18; (4)(c)(III) repealed, (HB 16-1442), ch. 313, p. 1269, § 13, effective August 10.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 11 INDEPENDENT MAIL BALLOT
ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-1105.5. Voting by electors at group residential facilities.
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1-13.5-1105.5. Voting by electors at group residential facilities.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 11 INDEPENDENT MAIL BALLOT
ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-1105.5. Voting by electors at group residential facilities. /
Statute text

For independent mail ballot elections conducted under this part 11, upon the request of any
eligible elector of the local government residing in a facility described in section 1-7.5-113 (1),
the designated election official shall appoint a committee for delivery of mail ballots to, and
return of voted mail ballots from, the facility in accordance with section 1-7.5-113.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 11 INDEPENDENT MAIL BALLOT
ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-1105.5. Voting by electors at group residential facilities. /
History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 48, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 11 INDEPENDENT MAIL BALLOT
ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-1106. Delivery of misdelivered ballots.

1-13.5-1106. Delivery of misdelivered ballots.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 11 INDEPENDENT MAIL BALLOT
ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-1106. Delivery of misdelivered ballots. / Statute text

(1) If an elector delivers a ballot, mail ballot, or absentee voter's ballot to the designated
election official, polling place, or election judge of another local government, or to the county
clerk and recorder, the recipient may accept the ballot and, if accepted, must arrange for its
delivery to the proper person by 7 p.m. on election day. The reasonable cost of such delivery
must be paid by the local government conducting the election in which the voter intended to cast
the ballot.

(2) If the error in delivery of a ballot is discovered too late for delivery by 7 p.m. on election
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day, the ballot must be mailed to the proper designated election official and maintained as an
election record, but not counted.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 11 INDEPENDENT MAIL BALLOT
ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-1106. Delivery of misdelivered ballots. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 48, § 6, effective February 18. L.
2016: (1) amended, (HB 16-1442), ch. 313, p. 1269, § 14, effective August 10.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 11 INDEPENDENT MAIL BALLOT
ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-1107. Counting mail ballots.

1-13.5-1107. Counting mail ballots.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 11 INDEPENDENT MAIL BALLOT
ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-1107. Counting mail ballots. / Statute text

The election officials at the mail ballot counting place shall receive and prepare mail ballots
delivered and turned over to them by the election judges for counting. Counting of the mail
ballots may begin fifteen days prior to the election and continue until counting is completed. The
election official in charge of the mail ballot counting place shall take all precautions necessary to
ensure the secrecy of the counting procedures, and no information concerning the count shall be
released by the election officials or watchers until after 7 p.m. on election day.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 11 INDEPENDENT MAIL BALLOT
ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-1107. Counting mail ballots. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 48, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 11 INDEPENDENT MAIL BALLOT
ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-1108. Write-in candidates.
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1-13.5-1108. Write-in candidates.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 11 INDEPENDENT MAIL BALLOT
ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-1108. Write-in candidates. / Statute text

Any write-in candidate is allowed in independent mail ballot elections if the candidate has
filed an affidavit of intent with the designated election official as required by law.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 11 INDEPENDENT MAIL BALLOT
ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-1108. Write-in candidates. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 48, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 11 INDEPENDENT MAIL BALLOT
ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-1109. Challenges.

1-13.5-1109. Challenges.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 11 INDEPENDENT MAIL BALLOT
ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-1109. Challenges. / Statute text

Votes cast pursuant to this part 11 may be challenged pursuant to and in accordance with
law, including the challenge and rejection of ballot provisions set forth in section 1-13.5-1010.
Any independent mail ballot election conducted pursuant to this part 11 will not be invalidated
on the grounds that an eligible elector did not receive a ballot so long as the designated election
official for the political subdivision conducting the election acted in good faith in complying
with this part 11.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 11 INDEPENDENT MAIL BALLOT
ELECTIONS / 1-13.5-1109. Challenges. / History
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Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 48, § 6, effective February
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Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 12 CHALLENGE OF PERSONS
VOTING

PART 12
CHALLENGE OF PERSONS VOTING

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 12 CHALLENGE OF PERSONS
VOTING / 1-13.5-1201. No voting unless eligible.

1-13.5-1201. No voting unless eligible.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 12 CHALLENGE OF PERSONS
VOTING / 1-13.5-1201. No voting unless eligible. / Statute text

Unless otherwise permitted pursuant to section 1-13.5-605, no person is permitted to vote at
any local government election unless his or her name is found on the registration list or property
owners list, if applicable, or unless the person's registration or property ownership is confirmed
orally as provided by section 1-13.5-605 (3).

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 12 CHALLENGE OF PERSONS
VOTING / 1-13.5-1201. No voting unless eligible. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 49, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 12 CHALLENGE OF PERSONS
VOTING / 1-13.5-1202. Right to vote may be challenged.

1-13.5-1202. Right to vote may be challenged.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
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AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 12 CHALLENGE OF PERSONS
VOTING / 1-13.5-1202. Right to vote may be challenged. / Statute text

(1) When any person whose name appears on the registration list or property owners list
applies for a ballot, his or her right to vote at that election may be challenged. If the person
applying is not entitled to vote, no ballot shall be delivered to him or her. Any person may also
be challenged when he or she offers a ballot for deposit in the ballot box.

(2) It is the duty of any election judge to challenge any person offering to vote who he or she
believes is not an eligible elector. In addition, challenges may be made by watchers or any
eligible elector of the local government who is present.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 12 CHALLENGE OF PERSONS
VOTING / 1-13.5-1202. Right to vote may be challenged. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 49, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 12 CHALLENGE OF PERSONS
VOTING / 1-13.5-1203. Challenge to be made by written oath.

1-13.5-1203. Challenge to be made by written oath.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 12 CHALLENGE OF PERSONS
VOTING / 1-13.5-1203. Challenge to be made by written oath. / Statute text

Each challenge must be made by written oath, signed by the challenger under penalty of
perjury, setting forth the name of the person challenged and the basis for the challenge. The
election judges shall deliver all challenges and oaths to the designated election official at the
time the other election papers are returned. The designated election official shall deliver all
challenges and oaths to the district attorney for investigation and appropriate action as soon as
possible.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 12 CHALLENGE OF PERSONS
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VOTING / 1-13.5-1203. Challenge to be made by written oath. / History
Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 49, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 12 CHALLENGE OF PERSONS
VOTING / 1-13.5-1204. Challenge questions asked.

1-13.5-1204. Challenge questions asked.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 12 CHALLENGE OF PERSONS
VOTING / 1-13.5-1204. Challenge questions asked. / Statute text

(1) If a person offering to vote is challenged as unqualified, one of the election judges shall
tender to him or her the following written oath or affirmation: "You do solemnly swear or affirm
that you will fully and truly answer all such questions as are put to you regarding your place of
residence and qualifications as an eligible elector at this election."

(2) If the person is challenged as unqualified on the ground that he or she is not a citizen and
will not exhibit papers pertaining to naturalization, an election judge shall ask the following
question: "Are you a citizen of the United States?"

(3) If the person is challenged as unqualified on the ground that he or she is not a resident of
the local government, an election judge shall ask the following questions:

(a) "Have you resided in the local government immediately preceding this election?"

(b) "Have you been absent from the local government immediately preceding this election,
and during that time have you maintained a home or domicile elsewhere?"

(c) "If so, when you left, was it for a temporary purpose with the intent of returning, or did
you intend to remain away?"

(d) "Did you, while absent, look upon and regard this state as your home?"
(e) "Did you, while absent, vote in any other state or territory?"

(4) If the person is challenged as ineligible because the person is not a property owner or the
spouse or civil union partner of a property owner, an election judge shall ask the following
questions:

(a) "Are you a property owner or the spouse or civil union partner of a property owner in this
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political subdivision and therefore eligible to vote?"

(b) "What is the address or, for special district elections where an address is not available, the
location of the property that entitles you to vote in this election?"

(5) If the person is challenged as unqualified on the ground that the person is not eighteen
years of age, an election judge shall ask the following question: "Are you eighteen years of age
or over to the best of your knowledge and belief?"

(6) An election judge shall put all other questions to the person challenged as may be
necessary to test the person's qualifications as an eligible elector at the election.

(7) If the person challenged answers satisfactorily all of the questions put to him or her, the
person shall sign his or her name on the form of the challenge after the printed questions. The
election judges shall indicate in the proper place on the form of challenge whether the challenge
was withdrawn and whether the challenged voter refused to answer the questions and left the
polling place without voting.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 12 CHALLENGE OF PERSONS
VOTING / 1-13.5-1204. Challenge questions asked. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 49, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 12 CHALLENGE OF PERSONS
VOTING / 1-13.5-1205. Oath of person challenged.

1-13.5-1205. Oath of person challenged.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 12 CHALLENGE OF PERSONS
VOTING / 1-13.5-1205. Oath of person challenged. / Statute text

(1) If the challenge is not withdrawn after the person offering to vote has answered the
questions asked pursuant to section 1-13.5-1204, one of the election judges shall tender the
following oath:

You do solemnly swear or affirm that you are a citizen of the United States of the age
of eighteen years or over; that you have been a resident of this local government and
have not retained a home or domicile elsewhere, or that you or your spouse or civil
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union partner are owners of taxable real or personal property within the local
government; that you are a registered elector of this state; and that you have not
previously voted at this election.

(2) After the person has taken the oath or affirmation, his or her ballot must be received and
the word "sworn" must be written on the pollbook after the person's name.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 12 CHALLENGE OF PERSONS
VOTING / 1-13.5-1205. Oath of person challenged. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 50, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 12 CHALLENGE OF PERSONS
VOTING / 1-13.5-1206. Refusal to answer questions or take oath.

1-13.5-1206. Refusal to answer questions or take oath.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 12 CHALLENGE OF PERSONS
VOTING / 1-13.5-1206. Refusal to answer questions or take oath. / Statute text

If the challenged person refuses to answer fully any question which is put to him or her as
provided in section 1-13.5-1204 or refuses to take the oath or affirmation tendered as provided in
section 1-13.5-1205, the election judges shall reject the challenged person's vote.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 12 CHALLENGE OF PERSONS
VOTING / 1-13.5-1206. Refusal to answer questions or take oath. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 51, § 6, effective February 18.
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Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 13 SURVEY OF RETURNS

PART 13
SURVEY OF RETURNS

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 13 SURVEY OF RETURNS /
1-13.5-1301. Survey of returns - canvass board.

1-13.5-1301. Survey of returns - canvass board.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 13 SURVEY OF RETURNS /
1-13.5-1301. Survey of returns - canvass board. / Statute text

(1) At least fifteen days before any election, the designated election official shall appoint at
least one member of the governing body of a local government, and at least one eligible elector
of the local government who is not a member of that body, to assist the designated election
official in the survey of returns. The persons so appointed and the designated election official
constitute the canvass board for the election.

(2) To the fullest extent possible, no member of the canvass board nor the member's spouse
or civil union partner shall have a direct interest in the election.

(3) If, for any reason, any person appointed as a member of the canvass board refuses, fails,
or is unable to serve, that appointed person shall notify the designated election official, who shall
appoint another person that possesses the same qualifications as the original appointee as
directed under subsection (1) of this section, if available, to the canvass board.

(4) Each canvass board member who is not a member of the governing body shall receive a
minimum fee of fifteen dollars for each day of service. The fee shall be set by the designated
election official and paid by the local government for which the service is performed.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 13 SURVEY OF RETURNS /
1-13.5-1301. Survey of returns - canvass board. / History
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Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 51, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 13 SURVEY OF RETURNS /
1-13.5-1302. Imperfect returns.

1-13.5-1302. Imperfect returns.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 13 SURVEY OF RETURNS /
1-13.5-1302. Imperfect returns. / Statute text

If the canvass board finds that the returns from any polling place do not strictly conform to
the requirements of law in the making, certifying, and returning of the returns, the votes cast in
that polling place nevertheless must be canvassed and counted if such returns are sufficiently
explicit to enable the persons authorized to canvass votes and returns to determine how many
votes were cast for each candidate, ballot issue, or ballot question.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 13 SURVEY OF RETURNS /
1-13.5-1302. Imperfect returns. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 51, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 13 SURVEY OF RETURNS /
1-13.5-1303. Corrections.

1-13.5-1303. Corrections.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 13 SURVEY OF RETURNS /
1-13.5-1303. Corrections. / Statute text

If, upon proceeding to canvass the votes, it clearly appears to the canvass board that in any

statement produced to them certain matters are omitted that should have been inserted or that any
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mistakes which are merely clerical exist, the canvass board shall send the statement to the
election judges from whom they were received to have the mistakes corrected. The election
judges, when so demanded, shall make such corrections as the facts of the case require, but shall
not change or alter any decision made before by them. The canvass board may adjourn from day
to day for the purpose of obtaining and receiving the statement.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 13 SURVEY OF RETURNS /
1-13.5-1303. Corrections. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 51, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 13 SURVEY OF RETURNS /
1-13.5-1304. Tie - lots - notice to candidates.

1-13.5-1304. Tie - lots - notice to candidates.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 13 SURVEY OF RETURNS /
1-13.5-1304. Tie - lots - notice to candidates. / Statute text

If any two or more candidates receive an equal and highest number of votes for the same
office, and if there are not enough offices remaining for all such candidates, the canvass board
shall determine by lot the person who shall be elected. Reasonable notice shall be given to such
candidates of the time when such election will be so determined.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 13 SURVEY OF RETURNS /
1-13.5-1304. Tie - lots - notice to candidates. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 52, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 13 SURVEY OF RETURNS /
1-13.5-1305. Statement - certificates of election.
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1-13.5-1305. Statement - certificates of election.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 13 SURVEY OF RETURNS /
1-13.5-1305. Statement - certificates of election. / Statute text

(1) No later than the fourteenth day following the election, the canvass board shall make
statements from the official abstract of votes that show the names of the candidates, any ballot
issue or ballot question, and the number of votes given to each. The canvass board shall certify
the statement to be correct and subscribe their names thereto. The canvass board shall then
determine which persons have been duly elected by the highest number of votes and shall
endorse and subscribe on such statements a certificate of their determination. The designated
election official shall also file a copy of the certificate with the division of local government in
the department of local affairs.

(2) The designated election official shall make and transmit to each of the persons thereby
declared to be elected a certificate of the person's election.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 13 SURVEY OF RETURNS /
1-13.5-1305. Statement - certificates of election. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 52, § 6, effective February 18. L.
2016: Entire section amended, (HB 16-1442), ch. 313, p. 1269, § 15, effective August 10.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 13 SURVEY OF RETURNS /
1-13.5-1306. Recount.

1-13.5-1306. Recount.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 13 SURVEY OF RETURNS /
1-13.5-1306. Recount. / Statute text

(1) The designated election official shall order a recount of the votes cast in any election if it

appears, as evidenced by the survey of returns, that the difference between the highest number of
© 2019 Matthew Bender & Company, Inc., a member of the LexisNexis Group. All rights reserved. Use of this product is subject to the

restrictions and terms and conditions of the Matthew Bender Master Agreement.

BACK TO TOP

BACK TO TOP




votes cast in the election and the next highest number of votes cast in the election is less than or
equal to one-half of one percent of the highest number of votes cast in the election. Any recount
conducted pursuant to this subsection (1) shall be completed no later than the twenty-eighth day
following the election and shall be paid for by the governing body of the local government. The
designated election official shall give notice of the recount to the governing body, to all
candidates and, in the case of a ballot issue or question, to any issue committee that are affected
by the result of the election. The notice must be given by any means reasonably expected to
notify the affected candidates or issue committee. An affected candidate or issue committee is
allowed to be present during and observe the recount.

(2) (a) Whenever a recount of the votes cast in an election is not required pursuant to
subsection (1) of this section, any interested party, including an eligible elector or a candidate for
office or the issue committee for a ballot issue or question, may submit to the designated election
official a written request for a recount at the expense of the interested party making the request.
This request shall be filed with the designated election official within seventeen days after the
election.

(b) Before conducting the recount, the designated election official shall:

(I) Give notice of the recount in accordance with subsection (1) of this section;
(IT) Determine the cost of the recount;

(IIT) Notify the interested party that requested the recount of such cost; and

(IV) Collect the actual cost of conducting the recount from such interested party.

(c) The interested party that requested the recount shall pay on demand the cost of the
recount to the designated election official. The funds paid to the designated election official for
the recount must be held and used for payment of all expenses incurred in the recount.

(d) If, after the recount, the result of the election is reversed in favor of the interested party
that requested the recount or if the amended election count is such that a recount otherwise
would have been required pursuant to subsection (1) of this section, the payment for expenses
must be refunded to the interested party who paid them.

(e) Any recount of votes conducted pursuant to this subsection (2) must be completed no
later than the twenty-eighth day after canvassing the election.

(f) If any leftover funds remain from the deposit paid under paragraph (c) of this subsection
(2), and the recount does not change the result of the election, the designated election official
shall return that unused portion of the deposit to the interested party who paid it.

(3) The designated election official is responsible for conducting the recount and shall be
assisted by those persons who assisted in preparing the official abstract of votes. If those persons
cannot participate in the recount, other persons shall be appointed as provided in section
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1-13.5-1301. The designated election official may appoint additional persons qualified to be the
election judges who did not serve as judges in the election as assistants in conducting the
recount. Persons assisting in the conduct of the recount shall be compensated as provided in
section 1-13.5-1301 (4).

(4) The designated election official may require the production of any documentary evidence
regarding the legality of any vote cast or counted and may correct the survey of returns in
accordance with the designated election official's findings based on the evidence presented.

(5) In elections using paper or electronic ballots, the recounts are of the ballots cast and the
votes must be tallied on sheets other than those used at the election. In elections using voting
machines, the recount is of the votes tabulated on the voting machines, and separate tally sheets
must be used for each machine.

(6) After a recount conducted pursuant to this section has been completed, the designated
election official shall notify the governing body of the local government conducting the election
of the results of the recount, shall make a certificate of election for each candidate who received
the highest number of votes for an office for which a recount was conducted, and shall deliver
the certificate to such candidate.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 13 SURVEY OF RETURNS /
1-13.5-1306. Recount. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 52, § 6, effective February 18.
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Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 14 CONTESTS

PART 14
CONTESTS

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 14 CONTESTS / 1-13.5-1401.
Person elected - contest - causes.

1-13.5-1401. Person elected - contest - causes.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 14 CONTESTS / 1-13.5-1401.
Person elected - contest - causes. / Statute text

(1) The election of any person declared duly elected to any local government office may be
contested by any eligible elector of the local government on the following grounds:

(a) The contestee is not eligible for the office to which he or she has been declared elected;

(b) Illegal votes have been received, or legal votes rejected, at the polls in sufficient numbers
to change the results;

(c) An error or mistake was made by any of the election judges, the designated election
official, or the canvass board in counting or declaring the result of the election, if the error or
mistake was sufficient to change the result;

(d) Malconduct, fraud, or corruption occurred on the part of the election judges in any
polling place, a canvass board member, or any designated election official or his or her assistant,
if the malconduct, fraud, or corruption was sufficient to change the result; or

(e) For any other cause that shows that another candidate was the legally elected person.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 14 CONTESTS / 1-13.5-1401.
Person elected - contest - causes. / History
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Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 54, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 14 CONTESTS / 1-13.5-1402.
District judge to preside - bond.

1-13.5-1402. District judge to preside - bond.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 14 CONTESTS / 1-13.5-1402.
District judge to preside - bond. / Statute text

(1) All contested election cases of local government officers shall be tried and determined in
the district court of the county in which the local government is located. If the territorial
boundaries of a local government overlap wholly or partially with more than one county, the
district court of either county has jurisdiction. The style and form of process, the manner of
service of process and papers, the fees of officers, and judgment for costs and execution shall be
according to the rules and practices of the district court.

(2) Before the district court is required to take jurisdiction of the contest, the contestor must
file with the clerk of the court a bond, with sureties, to be approved by the district judge, running
to the contestee and conditioned to pay all costs in case of failure to maintain his or her contest.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 14 CONTESTS / 1-13.5-1402.
District judge to preside - bond. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 54, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 14 CONTESTS / 1-13.5-1403.
Filing statement - contents.

1-13.5-1403. Filing statement - contents.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 14 CONTESTS / 1-13.5-1403.
Filing statement - contents. / Statute text

The contestor shall file in the office of the clerk of the district court, within ten days after the
expiration of the period within which a recount may be requested pursuant to section
1-13.5-1306, or within ten days after the conclusion of a recount conducted pursuant to section
1-13.5-1306, whichever is later, a written statement of the contestor's intention to contest the
election and setting forth the name of the contestor, that the contestor is an eligible elector of the
local government, the name of the contestee, the office contested, the time of election, and the
particular causes of the contest. The statement must be verified by the affidavit of the contestor
that the causes set forth in the statement are true to the best of the affiant's knowledge and belief.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 14 CONTESTS / 1-13.5-1403.
Filing statement - contents. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 55, § 6, effective February 18. L.
2016: Entire section amended, (HB 16-1442), ch. 313, p. 1270, § 16, effective August 10.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 14 CONTESTS / 1-13.5-1404.
Summons - answer.

1-13.5-1404. Summons - answer.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 14 CONTESTS / 1-13.5-1404.
Summons - answer. / Statute text

(1) If the clerk of the district court receives a statement as set forth in section 1-13.5-1403,
the clerk shall issue a summons in the ordinary form, naming the contestor as plaintiff and the
contestee as defendant, stating the court in which the action is brought and a brief statement of
the causes of contest, as set forth in the contestor's statement. The summons shall be served upon
the contestee in the same manner as other summons are served out of the district court.

(2) The contestee, within ten days after the date of service of such summons, shall make and
file an answer to the same with the clerk of the court in which the contestee shall either admit or
specifically deny each allegation intended to be controverted by the contestee on the trial of such
contest and shall set in that answer any counterstatement that he or she relies upon as entitling
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the contestee to the office to which he or she has been declared elected.

(3) If the reception of illegal votes or the rejection of legal votes is alleged as the cause of the
contest, a list of the persons who so voted or offered to vote must be set forth in the statement of
the contestor and must be likewise set forth in the answer of the contestee if any such cause is
alleged in his or her answer by way of counterstatement.

(4) If the answer of the contestee contains new matter constituting a counterstatement, the
contestor, within ten days after the filing of such answer, shall reply to the same, admitting or
specifically denying, under oath, each allegation contained in such counterstatement intended by
him or her to be controverted on the trial, and file the same in the office of the clerk of the
district court.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 14 CONTESTS / 1-13.5-1404.
Summons - answer. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 55, § 6, effective February 18. L.
2016: (3) amended, (HB 16-1442), ch. 313, p. 1270, § 17, effective August 10.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 14 CONTESTS / 1-13.5-1405. Trial
and appeals.

1-13.5-1405. Trial and appeals.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 14 CONTESTS / 1-13.5-1405. Trial
and appeals. / Statute text

Immediately after the joining of issue, the district court shall fix a date for the trial to
commence, which date shall not be more than twenty days nor less than ten days after the joining
of issue. The trial takes precedence over all other business in the court. The testimony may be
oral or by depositions taken before any officer authorized to take depositions. Any depositions
taken to be used upon the trial of such contest may be taken upon four days' notice. The district
judge shall cause the testimony to be taken in full and filed in the cause. The trial of such causes
must be conducted according to the rules and practice of the district court. Such proceedings may
be reviewed and finally adjudicated by the supreme court of this state, if application to that court
is made by either party and if the supreme court is willing to assume jurisdiction of the case.
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Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 14 CONTESTS / 1-13.5-1405. Trial
and appeals. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 55, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 14 CONTESTS / 1-13.5-1406.
Recount.

1-13.5-1406. Recount.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 14 CONTESTS / 1-13.5-1406.
Recount. / Statute text

If, upon the trial of any contested election under this article, the statement or
counterstatement sets forth an error in canvass sufficient to change the result, the trial judge has
the power to conduct a recount of the ballots cast or the votes tabulated on the voting machines
in the precinct where the alleged error was made. The court may also require the production of
witnesses, documents, records, and other evidence as may have or may contain information
regarding the legality of any vote cast or counted for either of the contesting candidates or the
correct number of votes cast for either candidate and may correct the canvass in accordance with
the evidence presented and its findings.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 14 CONTESTS / 1-13.5-1406.
Recount. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 56, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 14 CONTESTS / 1-13.5-1407.
Judgment.
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1-13.5-1407. Judgment.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 14 CONTESTS / 1-13.5-1407.
Judgment. / Statute text

The court shall pronounce judgment whether the contestee or any other person was duly
elected. The person so declared elected is entitled to the office upon qualification. If the
judgment is against the contestee and he or she has received his or her certificate, the judgment
annuls it. If the court finds that no person was duly elected, the judgment will be that the election
be set aside and that a vacancy exists.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 14 CONTESTS / 1-13.5-1407.
Judgment. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 56, § 6, effective February 18.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 14 CONTESTS / 1-13.5-1408.
Ballot questions and ballot issues - how contested.

1-13.5-1408. Ballot questions and ballot issues - how contested.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 14 CONTESTS / 1-13.5-1408.
Ballot questions and ballot issues - how contested. / Statute text

(1) The results of an election on any ballot question or ballot issue may be contested in the
manner provided by this part 14. The grounds for such contest are those grounds set forth in
section 1-13.5-1401 (1)(b), (1)(c), and (1)(d). The contestee is the appropriate election official.
In addition to other matters required to be set forth by this part 14, the statement of intention to
contest the election must set forth the question contested.

(2) Any contest arising out of a ballot issue or ballot question concerning the order on the
ballot or concerning whether the form or content of any ballot title meets the requirements of

section 20 of article X of the state constitution must be conducted as provided in section
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1-11-203.5.

(3) The result of an election on any ballot issue approving the creation of any debt or other
financial obligation may be contested in the manner provided by this part 14. The grounds for
such contest are those grounds set forth in sections 1-11-201 (4) and 1-13.5-1401 (1)(b), (1)(c),
and (1)(d). The contestee is the local government for which the ballot issue was decided.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 14 CONTESTS / 1-13.5-1408.
Ballot questions and ballot issues - how contested. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 56, § 6, effective February 18.
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Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 15 OTHER JUDICIAL
PROCEEDINGS

PART 15
OTHER JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 15 OTHER JUDICIAL
PROCEEDINGS / 1-13.5-1501. Controversies.

1-13.5-1501. Controversies.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 15 OTHER JUDICIAL
PROCEEDINGS / 1-13.5-1501. Controversies. / Statute text

(1) When any controversy arises between any official charged with any duty or function
under this article and any candidate or other person, the district court, upon the filing of a
verified petition by any such official or person setting forth in concise form the nature of the
controversy and the relief sought, shall issue an order commanding the respondent in the petition
to appear before the court and answer under oath to the petition. It is the duty of the court to
summarily hear and dispose of any such issues, with a view to obtaining a substantial
compliance with this article by the parties to the controversy, and to make and enter orders and
judgments and to follow the procedures of the court to enforce all such orders and judgments.

(2) The proceedings may be reviewed and finally adjudicated by the supreme court of this
state, if application to that court is made within five days after the termination by the court in
which the petition was filed and if the supreme court is willing to assume jurisdiction of the case.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 15 OTHER JUDICIAL
PROCEEDINGS / 1-13.5-1501. Controversies. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 57, § 6, effective February 18.
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Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 16 ELECTION OFFENSES

PART 16
ELECTION OFFENSES

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 16 ELECTION OFFENSES /
1-13.5-1601. Applicability of criminal penalties.

1-13.5-1601. Applicability of criminal penalties.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 16 ELECTION OFFENSES /
1-13.5-1601. Applicability of criminal penalties. / Statute text

Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, except for parts 2 and 3 of article 13 of
this title, election offenses and penalties described under article 13 of this title apply to elections
conducted under this article.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / GENERAL, PRIMARY, RECALL,
AND CONGRESSIONAL VACANCY ELECTIONS / ARTICLE 13.5 COLORADO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE / PART 16 ELECTION OFFENSES /
1-13.5-1601. Applicability of criminal penalties. / History

Source: L. 2014: Entire article added, (HB 14-1164), ch. 2, p. 57, § 6, effective February 18. L.
2016: Entire section amended, (SB 16-189), ch. 210, p. 754, § 6, effective June 6.
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Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / ELECTION CAMPAIGN
REGULATIONS / ARTICLE 45 FAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICES ACT

ARTICLE 45
FAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICES ACT

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / ELECTION CAMPAIGN
REGULATIONS / ARTICLE 45 FAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICES ACT / Annotations

Editor's note: (1) This article was added in 1974. This article was repealed and reenacted by
initiative in 1996, resulting in the addition, relocation, and elimination of sections as well as subject
matter. The vote count on the measure at the general election held November 5, 1996, was as follows:

FOR: 928,148
AGAINST: 482,551

(2) For amendments to this article prior to 1996, consult the Colorado statutory research explanatory
note and the table itemizing the replacement volumes and supplements to the original volume of C.R.S.
1973 beginning on page vii in the front of this volume. Former C.R.S. section numbers are shown in
editor's notes following those sections that were relocated.

Cross references: For public official disclosure law, see part 2 of article 6 of title 24.

Law reviews: For article, "Fair Campaign Practices Act: Killing Trees for Good Government", see 26
Colo. Law. 101 (Sept. 1997). For article, "Public Moneys and Ballot Issues Under the Fair Campaign
Practices Act", see 34 Colo. Law. 81 (Sept. 2005). For article, "Campaign Finance Law in Colorado", see
46 Colo. Law. 35 (June 2017).

Section

1-45-101. Short title.

1-45-102. Legislative declaration.

1-45-103. Definitions - repeal.

1-45-103.7. Contribution limits - county offices - treatment of independent expenditure
committees - contributions from limited liability companies - voter
instructions on spending limits - definitions.

1-45-104. Contribution limits. (Repealed)

1-45-105. Voluntary campaign spending limits. (Repealed)

1-45-105.3. Contribution limits. (Repealed)

1-45-105.5. Contributions to members of general assembly and governor during
consideration of legislation.

1-45-106. Unexpended campaign contributions.

1-45-107. Independent expenditures. (Repealed)
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1-45-107.5. Independent expenditures - restrictions on foreign corporations - registration -
disclosure - disclaimer requirements - definitions.

1-45-108. Disclosure - definitions - repeal.

1-45-108.3. Disclaimer statement - committees - electioneering communications.

1-45-108.5. Political organizations - disclosure.

1-45-109. Filing - where to file - timeliness.

1-45-110. Candidate affidavit - disclosure statement.

1-45-111. Duties of the secretary of state - enforcement. (Repealed)

1-45-111.5. Duties of the secretary of state - enforcement - sanctions - definitions.

1-45-111.7. Campaign finance complaints - initial review - curing violations - investigation
and enforcement - hearings - advisory opinions - document review -
collection of debts resulting from campaign finance penalties - definitions.

1-45-112. Duties of municipal clerk.

1-45-112.5. Immunity from liability.

1-45-113. Sanctions. (Repealed)

1-45-114. Expenditures - political advertising - rates and charges.

1-45-115. Encouraging withdrawal from campaign prohibited.

1-45-116. Home rule counties and municipalities.

1-45-117. State and political subdivisions - limitations on contributions.

1-45-117.5. Media outlets - political records.

1-45-118. Severability.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / ELECTION CAMPAIGN
REGULATIONS / ARTICLE 45 FAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICES ACT / 1-45-101. Short
title.

1-45-101. Short title.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / ELECTION CAMPAIGN
REGULATIONS / ARTICLE 45 FAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICES ACT / 1-45-101. Short
title. / Statute text

This article shall be known and may be cited as the "Fair Campaign Practices Act".

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / ELECTION CAMPAIGN
REGULATIONS / ARTICLE 45 FAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICES ACT / 1-45-101. Short
title. / History

Source: Initiated 96: Entire article R&RE, effective upon proclamation of the Governor,
January 15, 1997.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / ELECTION CAMPAIGN
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REGULATIONS / ARTICLE 45 FAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICES ACT / 1-45-101. Short
title. / Annotations

Editor's note: This section is similar to former § 1-45-101 as it existed prior to 1996.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / ELECTION CAMPAIGN
REGULATIONS / ARTICLE 45 FAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICES ACT / 1-45-102.
Legislative declaration.

1-45-102. Legislative declaration.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / ELECTION CAMPAIGN
REGULATIONS / ARTICLE 45 FAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICES ACT / 1-45-102.
Legislative declaration. / Statute text

The people of the state of Colorado hereby find and declare that large campaign
contributions to political candidates allow wealthy contributors and special interest groups to
exercise a disproportionate level of influence over the political process; that large campaign
contributions create the potential for corruption and the appearance of corruption; that the rising
costs of campaigning for political office prevent qualified citizens from running for political
office; and that the interests of the public are best served by limiting campaign contributions,
establishing campaign spending limits, full and timely disclosure of campaign contributions, and
strong enforcement of campaign laws.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / ELECTION CAMPAIGN
REGULATIONS / ARTICLE 45 FAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICES ACT / 1-45-102.
Legislative declaration. / History

Source: Initiated 96: Entire article R&RE, effective upon proclamation of the Governor,
January 15, 1997. Initiated 2012, (Amendment 65): Entire section amended, L. 2013, p. 3301,
effective upon proclamation of the Governor, January 1, 2013.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / ELECTION CAMPAIGN
REGULATIONS / ARTICLE 45 FAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICES ACT / 1-45-102.
Legislative declaration. / Annotations

Editor's note: (1) This section is similar to former § 1-45-102 as it existed prior to 1996.

(2) This section was amended by initiative in 2012. The vote count on the measure at the general
election held November 6, 2012, was as follows:

FOR: 1,276,432
AGAINST: 988,542
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Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS /| ELECTION CAMPAIGN
REGULATIONS / ARTICLE 45 FAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICES ACT / 1-45-103.
Definitions - repeal.

1-45-103. Definitions - repeal.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS /| ELECTION CAMPAIGN
REGULATIONS / ARTICLE 45 FAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICES ACT / 1-45-103.
Definitions - repeal. / Statute text

As used in this article 45, unless the context otherwise requires:

(1) "Appropriate officer" shall have the same meaning as set forth in section 2 (1) of article
XXVIII of the state constitution.

(1.3) "Ballot issue" shall have the same meaning as set forth in section 1-1-104 (2.3); except
that, for purposes of section 1-45-117, "ballot issue" shall mean both a ballot issue as defined in
this subsection (1.3) and a ballot question.

(1.5) "Ballot question" shall have the same meaning as set forth in section 1-1-104 (2.7).

(2) "Candidate" shall have the same meaning as set forth in section 2 (2) of article XX VIII of
the state constitution.

(3) "Candidate committee" shall have the same meaning as set forth in section 2 (3) of article
XXVIII of the state constitution.

(4) "Candidate committee account" shall mean the account established by a candidate
committee with a financial institution pursuant to section 3 (9) of article XXVIII of the state
constitution.

(5) "Conduit" shall have the same meaning as set forth in section 2 (4) of article XXVIII of
the state constitution.

(6) (a) "Contribution" shall have the same meaning as set forth in section 2 (5) of article
XXVIII of the state constitution.

(b) "Contribution" includes, with regard to a contribution for which the contributor receives
compensation or consideration of less than equivalent value to such contribution, including, but
not limited to, items of perishable or nonpermanent value, goods, supplies, services, or
participation in a campaign-related event, an amount equal to the value in excess of such
compensation or consideration as determined by the candidate committee.

(c) "Contribution" also includes:
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(I) Any payment, loan, pledge, gift, advance of money, or guarantee of a loan made to any
political organization;

(IT) Any payment made to a third party on behalf of and with the knowledge of the political
organization; or

(IIT) The fair market value of any gift or loan of property made to any political organization.

(d) "Contribution" does not include the payment of legal fees to advise a candidate on
compliance with campaign laws or regulations or to represent a candidate or candidate
committee in any action in which the candidate or committee has been named as a defendant.
Such legal services are not undertaken "for the benefit of any candidate committee" or "for the
purpose of promoting the candidate's nomination, retention, recall, or election" as those phrases
are used in section 2 (5)(a)(II) and (5)(a)(IV) of article XX VIII of the state constitution.

(e) "Contribution" does not include an intervention by the secretary of state, as authorized by
section 1-45-111.5 (1.5)(g), in any action brought to enforce the provisions of article XXVIII of
the state constitution or this article 45.

(7) "Corporation" means a domestic corporation incorporated under and subject to the
"Colorado Business Corporation Act", articles 101 to 117 of title 7, C.R.S., a domestic nonprofit
corporation incorporated under and subject to the "Colorado Revised Nonprofit Corporation
Act", articles 121 to 137 of title 7, C.R.S., or any corporation incorporated under and subject to
the laws of another state. For purposes of this article, "domestic corporation" shall mean a
for-profit or nonprofit corporation incorporated under and subject to the laws of this state, and
"nondomestic corporation" shall mean a corporation incorporated under and subject to the laws
of another state or foreign country. For purposes of this article, "corporation" includes the parent
of a subsidiary corporation or any subsidiaries of the parent, as applicable.

(7.3) (a) "Donation" means:

(I) The payment, loan, pledge, gift, or advance of money, or the guarantee of a loan, made to
any person for the purpose of making an independent expenditure;

(I) Any payment made to a third party that relates to, and is made for the benefit of, any
person that makes an independent expenditure;

(III) The fair market value of any gift or loan of property that is given to any person for the
purpose of making an independent expenditure; or

(IV) Anything of value given, directly or indirectly, to any person for the purpose of making
an independent expenditure.

(b) "Donation" shall not include a transfer by a membership organization of a portion of a
member's dues for an independent expenditure sponsored by such membership organization.
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(7.5) "Earmark" means a designation, instruction, or encumbrance that directs the
transmission and use by the recipient of all or part of a donation to a third party for the purpose
of making one or more independent expenditures or electioneering communications in excess of
one thousand dollars.

(8) "Election cycle" shall have the same meaning as set forth in section 2 (6) of article
XXVIII of the state constitution.

(9) "Electioneering communication" has the same meaning as set forth in section 2 (7) of
article XXVIII of the state constitution. For purposes of the disclosure required by section
1-45-108, "electioneering communication" also includes any communication that satisfies all
other requirements set forth in said section 2 (7) of article XXVIII but that is broadcast, printed,
mailed, delivered, or distributed between the primary election and the general election.

(10) (a) "Expenditure" has the same meaning as set forth in section 2 (8) of article XX VIII of
the state constitution.

(b) "Expenditure" does not include legal services paid to defend a candidate or candidate
committee against any action brought to enforce the provisions of article XXVIII of the state
constitution or this article 45.

(10.5) "Foreign corporation" means:

(a) A parent corporation or the subsidiary of a parent corporation formed under the laws of a
foreign country that is functionally equivalent to a domestic corporation;

(b) A parent corporation or the subsidiary of a parent corporation in which one or more
foreign persons hold a combined ownership interest that exceeds fifty percent;

(c) A parent corporation or the subsidiary of a parent corporation in which one or more
foreign persons hold a majority of the positions on the corporation's board of directors; or

(d) A parent corporation or the subsidiary of a parent corporation whose United States-based
operations, or whose decision-making with respect to political activities, falls under the direction
or control of a foreign entity, including the government of a foreign country.

(11) "Independent expenditure" shall have the same meaning as set forth in section 2 (9) of
article XXVIII of the state constitution.

(11.5) "Independent expenditure committee" means one or more persons that make an
independent expenditure in an aggregate amount in excess of one thousand dollars or that collect
in excess of one thousand dollars from one or more persons for the purpose of making an
independent expenditure.

(12) (a) "Issue committee" shall have the same meaning as set forth in section 2 (10) of
article XX VIII of the state constitution.
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(b) For purposes of section 2 (10)(a)(I) of article XXVIII of the state constitution, "major
purpose" means support of or opposition to a ballot issue or ballot question that is reflected by:

(I) An organization's specifically identified objectives in its organizational documents at the
time it is established or as such documents are later amended; or

(IT) An organization's demonstrated pattern of conduct based upon its:
(A) Annual expenditures in support of or opposition to a ballot issue or ballot question; or

(B) Production or funding, or both, of written or broadcast communications, or both, in
support of or opposition to a ballot issue or ballot question.

(c) The provisions of paragraph (b) of this subsection (12) are intended to clarify, based on
the decision of the Colorado court of appeals in Independence Institute v. Coffman, 209 P.3d
1130 (Colo. App. 2008), cert. denied, 558 U.S. 1024, 130 S. Ct. 165, 175 L. Ed. 479 (2009),
section 2 (10)(a)(I) of article XXVIII of the state constitution and not to make a substantive
change to said section 2 (10)(a)(I).

(12.5) "Media outlet" means a publication or broadcast medium that transmits news, feature
stories, entertainment, or other information to the public through various distribution channels,
including, without limitation, newspapers; magazines; radio; and broadcast, cable, or satellite
television.

(12.7) "Obligating" means, in connection with a named candidate, agreeing to spend in
excess of one thousand dollars for an independent expenditure or to give, pledge, loan, or
purchase one or more goods, services, or other things of value that have a fair market value in
excess of one thousand dollars as an independent expenditure. "Obligating" shall not require that
the total amount in excess of one thousand dollars be finally determined at the time of the
agreement to spend moneys for an independent expenditure or to give, pledge, loan, or purchase
anything of value.

(13) "Person" shall have the same meaning as set forth in section 2 (11) of article XXVIII of
the state constitution.

(14) "Political committee" shall have the same meaning as set forth in section 2 (12) of
article XXVIII of the state constitution.

(14.5) "Political organization" means a political organization defined in section 527 (e)(1) of
the federal "Internal Revenue Code of 1986", as amended, that is engaged in influencing or
attempting to influence the selection, nomination, election, or appointment of any individual to
any state or local public office in the state and that is exempt, or intends to seek any exemption,
from taxation pursuant to section 527 of the internal revenue code. "Political organization" shall
not be construed to have the same meaning as "political organization" as defined in section
1-1-104 (24) for purposes of the "Uniform Election Code of 1992", articles 1 to 13 of this title.
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(15) "Political party" shall have the same meaning as set forth in section 2 (13) of article
XXVIII of the state constitution.

(15.3) "Regular biennial school election" means the election that is described in section
22-31-104 (1), C.R.S.

(15.5) "Regular biennial school electioneering communication" has the same meaning as
"electioneering communication" as defined in section 2 (7) of article XXVIII of the state
constitution; except that, for purpose of the definition of regular biennial school electioneering
communication only, "candidate" as referenced in section 2 (7)(a)(I) of said article means a
candidate in a regular biennial school election and the requirements specified in section 2
(7)(a)(I) mean a communication that is broadcast, printed, mailed, delivered, or distributed
within sixty days before a regular biennial school election. Except as otherwise specified in this
subsection (15.5), the definition of "regular biennial school electioneering communication" is the
same as that of "electioneering communication".

(16) "Small donor committee" shall have the same meaning as set forth in section 2 (14) of
article XX VIII of the state constitution.

(16.3) (a) "Small-scale issue committee" means an issue committee that has accepted or
made contributions or expenditures in an amount that does not exceed five thousand dollars
during an applicable election cycle for the major purpose of supporting or opposing any ballot
issue or ballot question.

(b) The following are treated as a single small-scale issue committee:

(D) All small-scale issue committees that support or oppose a common ballot measure if the
committees are established, financed, maintained, or controlled by a single corporation or its
subsidiaries;

(IT) All small-scale issue committees that support or oppose a common ballot measure if the
committees are established, financed, maintained, or controlled by a single labor organization or
the affiliated local units it directs; or

(ITI) All small-scale issue committees that support or oppose a common ballot measure if the
committees are established, financed, maintained, or controlled by substantially the same person,
group of persons, or other organizations.

(16.5) "Spending" means funds expended influencing or attempting to influence the
selection, nomination, election, or appointment of any individual to any state or local public
office in the state and includes, without limitation, any purchase, payment, distribution, loan,
advance, deposit, or gift of money or anything else of value by any political organization, a
contract, promise, or agreement to expend funds made or entered into by any political
organization, or any electioneering communication by any political organization.
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(17) "Subsidiary" means a business entity having more than half of its stock owned by
another entity or person, or a business entity of which a majority interest is controlled by another
person or entity.

(18) "Unexpended campaign contributions"shall have the same meaning as set forth in
section 2 (15) of article XX VIII of the state constitution.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / ELECTION CAMPAIGN
REGULATIONS / ARTICLE 45 FAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICES ACT / 1-45-103.
Definitions - repeal. / History

Source: Initiated 96: Entire article R&RE, effective upon proclamation of the Governor,
January 15, 1997. L. 98: (1) added and (8) amended, p. 223, § 1, effective April 10; (1.5)
amended and (14) added, p. 954, § 1, effective May 27. L. 99: (5) amended, p. 1390, § 12,
effective June 4. L. 2000: (1.3), (4)(a)(V), and (4.5) added and (4)(a)(III), (10)(b), and (12)
amended, pp. 122, 123, §§ 2, 3, effective March 15; (8) amended, p. 1724, § 1, effective June 1.
L. 2002: (8)(a)(I) amended and (8)(a)(IIT) added, p. 198, § 1, effective April 3; (1.5) and (2)
amended, p. 1576, § 1, effective July 1. Initiated 2002: Entire section repealed, effective upon
proclamation of the Governor (see editor's note, (2)). L. 2003: Entire section RC&RE, p. 2156, §
1, effective June 3. L. 2007: (7) amended, p. 1766, § 1, effective June 1; (6)(c), (14.5), and
(16.5) added, pp. 1225, 1224, §§ 2, 1, effective July 1. L. 2009: (1.3) and (1.5) added, (HB
09-1153), ch. 174, p. 774, § 1, effective September 1. L. 2010: (7) amended and (7.3), (7.5),
(10.5), (11.5), (12.5), and (12.7) added, (SB 10-203), ch. 269, p. 1229, § 2, effective May 25;
(12) amended, (HB 10-1370), ch. 270, p. 1241, § 4, effective January 1, 2011. L. 2011: (12)(¢c)
amended, (HB 11-1303), ch. 264, p. 1148, § 2, effective August 10. L. 2016: (16.3) added, (SB
16-186), ch. 269, p. 1113, § 1, effective June 10; (15.3) and (15.5) added, (HB 16-1282), ch. 267,
p. 1105, § 1, effective August 10. L. 2018: (6)(d) and (6)(e) added and (10) amended, (HB
18-1047), ch. 155, p. 1091, § 1, effective April 23. L. 2019: IP and (7.5) amended and (16.3)
R&RE, (HB 19-1318), ch. 328, p. 3040, § 1, effective August 2; IP and (9) amended, (SB
19-068), ch. 69, p. 250, § 1, effective August 2.

Colorado Revised Statutes / TITLE 1 ELECTIONS / ELECTION CAMPAIGN
REGULATIONS / ARTICLE 45 FAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICES ACT / 1-45-103.
Definitions - repeal. / Annotations

Editor's note: (1) This section is similar to former § 1-45-103 as it existed prior to 1996.

(2) (a) Subsection (4) of section 1 of article V of the state constitution provides that initiated and
referred measures shall take effect from and after the official declaration of the vote thereon by the
proclamation of the Governor. The measure enacting article XXVIII of the state constitution takes effect
upon proclamation of the vote by the Governor. The Governor's proclamation was issued on December
20, 2002. However section 13 of the measure enacting article XXVIII of the state constitution provides
that the effective date of article XXVIII is December 6, 2002.
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(b) Prior to the recreation and reenactment of this section in 2013, this section was repealed by an
initiated measure that was adopted by the people in the general election held November 5, 2002. Section
12 of article XXVIII provides for the repeal of this section. For the text of the initiative and the vote count,
see Session Laws of Colorado 2003, p. 3609.

(3) Prior to the reenactment of subsection (16.3) on August 2, 2019, subsection (16.3)(c) provided
for the repeal of subsection (16.3), effective June 30, 2019. (See. L. 2016, p. 1113.)

(4) Section 4(2) of chapter 69 (SB 19-068), Session Laws of Colorado 2019, provides that the act
changing this section applies to the portion of any election cycle or for the portion of the calendar year
remaining after August 2, 2019, and for any election cycle or calendar year commencing after August 2,
2019, whichever is applicable.

(5) Section 7(2) of chapter 328 (HB 19-1318), Session Laws of Colorado 2019, provides that the act
changing this section applies to the portion of any election cycle or to the portion of the calendar year
remaining after August 2, 2019, and for any election cycle or calendar year commencing after August 2,
2019, whichever is applicable.

Cross references: (1) For the legislative declaration in the 2010 act amending subsection (7) and
adding subsections (7.3), (7.5), (10.5), (11.5), (12.5), and (12.7), see section 1 of chapter 269, Session
Laws of Colorado 2010.

(2) For the legislative declaration in the 2010 act amending subsection (12), see section 1 of chapter
270, Session Laws of Colorado 2010.

(3) For the legislative declaration in the 2011 act amending subsection (12)(c), see section 1 of
chapter 264, Session Laws of Colorado 2011.

ANNOTATION

Annotator's note. Since § 1-45-103 is similar to § 1-45-103 as it existed prior to its repeal in 2002,
relevant cases construing that provision and its predecessors have been included in the annotations to
this section.

Phrases unconstitutional. The phrase in subsection (7), "which unambiguously refer to any specific
public office or candidate for such office, but does not include expenditures made by persons, other than
political parties and political committees, in the regular course and scope of their business and political
messages sent solely to their members[,]" is unconstitutional under the first amendment. Citizens for
Responsible Gov't State Political Action Com